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THE  prisoner,  Mr,  Patch,  was  conducted  into  Court  soon  after  nin 
o’clock,  and  took  his  station  at  the  Bar,  attended  by  two  or  thre 
friends.  He  was  genteelly  dressed  in  black ;  and  perfect  composin' 
marked  his  countenance  and  manner. 

Precisely  at  ten  o’clock,  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  Macdonald  took  hi 
seat  on  the  bench,  and  the  business  was  opened  by  arraigning  the  pri 
soner  in  the  usual  form.  To  the  indictment  he  pleaded,  in  an  audibl 
voice,  cc  Not  Guilty,”  and  put  himself  on  his  trial.  So  excessive  wa 
the  crowd  become  in  the  Court,  at  this  time,  wedged  by  an  assembly 
that  pressed  at  the  doorways  from  the  exterior,  that  it  was  some  tin) 
before  a  Jury  could  be  got  together.  Those  who  were  in  Court. coul 
with  difficulty,  though  assisted,  on  answering  to  their  names,  mov 
towards  the  box  allotted  to  them. 

Mr.  Patch  peremptorily  challenged  three  Jurors,  viz.  Mr.  Jam< 
Brown,  of  Battersea  ;  John  Tanner,  of  Grove  Lane;  and  James  Kit 
of  Putney,  tailor. 

Tbe  following  Jury  were  then  sworn  : — 

Charles  Smith,  of  Merton;  Thomas  Daly,  of  Barnes;  John  Leigl 
ton,  of  Putney;  John  Cape,  of  Putney;  Isaac  Illier,  of  Mudd 
Henry  Wood,  of  Putney;  John  Wedge,  of  Wandsworth ;  Thom; 
Bartlett,  of  Merton  ;  George  Moore,  of  Putney  ;  George  Smith, 
Putney  ;  Dan.  Longton,  Wandsworth  ;  1  ho  mas  Chapman,  Putney. 

Besides  the  above,  six  other  Jurors  were  called,  and  ordered  to  rema 
in  the  Court  during  the  trial  ;  two.  of  them  were  objected  to  by  the  pi 
soner,  and  consequently  dismissed ;  as  were  also  the  remaining  Juroi 
whose  name's  appeared  upon  the  pannel,  which  contained  a  list  of  70. 

Mr.  Knapp,  the  Clerk  of  the  Arraigns,  then  stated  to  the  Jury  t 
nature  of  the  indictment,  which  charged  the  prisoner  with  having,  out 
23d  of  September  last,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Mary,  Rotherhithe,  make 
assault  on  Isaac  Blight,  with  a  pistol  and  leaden  bullet,  and  indictee 
mortal  wound  therewith,  on  his  right  side,  of  which  lie  lingered  u 
the  24th,  and  then  died. 
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Mr.  Pooley  briefly  opened  the- case  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution. 

A  most  profound  silence  now  prevailed,  and  a  very  strong  interest  was 
excited,  when  < 

Mr.  G arrow  rose,  and  stated  the  case  on  behalf  of  the  Crown  against 
the  prisoner.  He  addressed  the  Court  to  the  following  effect: — 66  I 
have  the  honour  of  attending  on  this  occasion.  Y on,  are,  Gentlemen 
of  the  Jury,  engaged  in  an  awful  and  important  duty  which  will  require 
your  best  and  undivided  attention.  You  will  not  expect  from  me  at  the 
opening  of  this  case,  ari  elaborate  argument,  or  any  endeavour,  by 
subtle  reasoning,  to  lead  you  prematurely  to  the  conclusion,  to  which  I 
must  have  arrived  from  my  peculiar  situation,  which  is  certainly  this, 
thai  you,  in  discharge  of  your  solemn  engagement,  will  be  called  upon 
to  pronounce  the  prisoner  guilty.  You  will,  Gentlemen,  attend,  to  the 
evidence  in  the  sequel,  and  recollect  that  my  principal  object  is  merely  to 
supply  you  with  an  index  to  that  testimony.  T  he  Learned  Counsel  then 
adverted  to  the  motive  of  the  trial  being  removed  from  the  ordinary  course 
at  the  Assizes,  and  desired  the  Jury  to  dismiss  from  their  minds  every 
prejudice  which  might  arise  from  the  rumours  they  might  have  heard  out 
©i  doors,  and  to  apply  only  against  the  prisoner  what  should  now  be 
established  by  satisfactory  evidence. 

He  then  proceeded — u  I  shall  have  occasion  to  state  to  you  the  rela¬ 
tive  situation  of  the  deceased  and  the  prisoner,  to  explain  the  local  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  the  premises,  and  some  other  particulars  ;  but  X  shall,  I 
im  confident,  designedly  say  nothing  calculated  either  to  inflame  or  mis¬ 
lead  your  minds,  although  my  feelings  are  strongly  excited  by  what  I 
liave  attended  to  preparatory  to  my  appearance  before  you.  Gentlemen, 
;he  connexion  of  this  prisoner  with  the  deceased  will  dispose  you  to 
mink,  that  if  he  have  indeed  committed  the  murder  with  which  he  is 
charged,  he  is  the  w  orst  man  on  tire  face  of  the  earth.  He  has  endea* 
poured  to  bring  his  benefactor  and  his  friend  into  the  toils  of  mischief 
vith  the  determined  purpose  to  destroy  him. 

C(  The  crime  w  ith  which  he  is  charged  is  the  highest  in  the  catalogue  of 
piilt  ;  and  if  he  shall  appear  to  you  innocent,  I  must  be  ready  to  con- 
ess  him  one  of  the  most  injured  and  suffering  men  in  the  world  ;  but 
hould  he  be  proved  to  you  guilty  of  this  charge,  and  guilty  I  must 
hink  him  beyond  the  possibility  of  a  doubt,  you  will  have  no  hesitation 
i  agreeing  with  me,  that  he  is  one  of  the  worst  of  mankind. —  Mis 
rime,  Gentlemen,  would  then  extend  to  a  degree  beyond  murder  ;  it 
muld  be  construed,  in  the  language  of  the  law,  into  petty  treason. 

u  I  know  w'ell  enough,  Gentlemen,  that  I  mry  be  supposed  to  have 
abibed  some  prejudices  against  the  prisoner. — fl  have  indeed  confirmed 
y  opinion  as  to  his  guilt ;  but  X  commenced  my  investigation  with  a 
ind  as  unbiassed  and  unpolluted  as  yours. — X  inferred  no  guilt  from 
ablic  opinion  and  prejudice  ;  from  newspaper  reports,  or  partial  tes- 
nony ;  X  examined  to  the  bottom  a  mass  of  evidence  which  X  shall  sub- 
it  to  you  ;  and  1  concluded  the  prisoner  guilty  from  this  laborious 
rutiny,  this  unwilling  labour.  My  mind,  therefore,  is  in  a  different 
ife  from  what  yours  are,  or  should  be.  1  have  satisfied  myself.  It 
mains  for  me  now  to  satisfy  you.  You,  Gentlemen,  X  am  convinced, 
II  approach  to  this  painful  task  with  unbiassed  minds,  and  feelings  alive 
humanity,  but  which  you  will  not  suffer  to  divert  you  from  the  strict 
iFse  of  justice.  1  entreat  you  to  think  the  prisoner  as  innocent  as  i 
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once  thought  him,  as  if  you  had  never  heard  of  him  before,  or  the  charge 
preferred  against  him  ;  hold  your  minds  m  an  even  and  steady  equipoise, 
and  permit  truth  alone  to  decide  the  balance.  An  awful  duty  is  imposed 
upon  you.  The  prisoner  expects  life  or  death  at  your  hands  ;  and  your 
co  u  n  try  ex p ects  j  u s  f i ce. 

u  I  shall  begin,  Gentlemen,  by  a  kind  of  retrospective  narrative,  which 
is  necessary  to  elucidate  and  sustain  the  harmony  of  the  story  i  shall  re¬ 
late  to  you.  1  think  1  shall  produce  you  such  a  body  of  circumstances, 
leading,  by  such  irrefragable  and  necessary  conct ntratiaa,  to  the  result 
which  1  intend  to  bring  home  to  the  prisoner,  that  you  will  plainly  sec 
the  linger  of  Providence  in  the  detection  of  this  muimef,  and  the  hand  of 
heaven  itself,  which  has  led  us  through  many  bye  pa  hs  and  secret  ways, 
till  we  have  at  length  mastered  the  labyrinth,  and  burst  upon  the  prisoner 
with  a  conviction  of  guilt,  which  stares  as  broadly  in  oar  lace  as  the  light 
ot  day . 

u  IVlr.  Blight  resided  near  Greenland  Dock,  where  he  followed  tlie 
business  of  a  ship-breaker,  lie  had  in  his  house  a  menial  servant,  who 
was  the  sister  of  the  prisoner,  and  whom  the  latter  came  to  see  in  the 
spring  of  1803.  On  this  occasion  the  woman  requested  t  hat  her  brother 
might  be  permitted  to  remain  all  night,  which  bring  comput'd  with,  be¬ 
took  the  opportunity  of  describing  himself  as  a  distressed  man  ;  he  said 
that  he  had  been  obliged  to  leave  the  West  of  England  on  account  oi" 
some  claim  for  tithes,  and  added,  that  he  Should  be  greatly  obliged  to 
Mr.  Blight  if  he  would  employ  him,  even  in  the  meanest  situation.  The 
oiler  was  accepted,  and  Mr.  patch  was  to  receive  the  victuals  in  return, 
without  any  salary.  This  arrangement  continued  for  some  time;  and  I 
admit  Mr.  Blight  found  him  a  valuable  assistant,  and  rewarded  him  with  a 
compliment  .at  the  rate  of  301.  a  year.  Afterwards  it  was  found  more 
convenient  that  the  prisoner  should  not  board  in  the  family,  and  he  was 
permitted  to  enjoy  a  salary  of  1001.  a  year,  as  an  acknowledgement  for 
his  services.  Such,  Gentlemen,  was  the  first  introduction  of  the  prisoner 
to  the  hpuse  of  Mr.  Blight. 

In  the  year  1805,  the  affairs  of  Mr.  Blight  became  embarrassed,  and  it 
was  necessary  that  he  should  come  to  some  arrangement  with  his  creditors  ; 
in  consequence,  a  deed  of  trust  was  drawn  up,  with  the  view  to  their  ad¬ 
justment,  and  his  final  exoneration.  This  deed  was  not  acceded  to,  and 
matters  were  again  thrown  into  confusion;  Mr.  Blight,  therefore,  to 
protect  himself  from  the  pressing  importunity  of  his  claimants,  did  that 
which  his  creditors  may  not  see  some  cause  to  lament.  The  fact  was, 
thaf  3a  instrument  was  prepared,  by  which  the  property  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Blight  was  transferred  to  the  prisoner,  to  the  extent  of  2-0001.  and 
the  lease,  of  the  premises  was  made  over  to  his  servant,  in  confirmation  of 
which  fact,  a  letter  will  be  produced.  This  w  as,  in  truth,  a  fraud  upon 
the  creditors,  and  the  date  of  this  transaction  was  in  July,  1805.  His 
property  was  m  danger;  and  in  order  to  secure  it,  he  does  what  cannot, 
indeed,  be  called  honest,  but  which,  I  am  sorry  ro  say,  is  frequently  the 
only  refuge,  of  embarrassed  men  against  imprudent  and  obdurate  cre¬ 
ditors.  A  short  time  posterior  to  this,  Mr.  Blight’s  family  went  to  Mar¬ 
gate,  but  before  he  himself  -followed  them,  tjie  deceased  entered  into  a 
new'  arrangement  with  the  prisoner  relative  to  the  entire  transfer,  the 
other  being  only  a  colourable  agreement,  for  a  particular  purpose,  and 
to  he  withdrawn  altogether.  The  attention  to  this  last  contract  is  of  the 
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utmost  ccmsequenfee  to  tire' disclosure  of  the  parts  of  this  case;  and  by 
this  it  was  stipulated,  that  Mr.  Blight  should  have  2  3ds  of  the  business 
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in  which  he  was  concerned,  and  that  the  other  l-3d  should  devolve  to  the 
prisoner,  for  the  valuable  consideration  of  12501.  How  the  prisoner 
could  raise  so  large  a  sum  was  a  difficulty  which  will  naturally  occur  t® 
your  minds,  considering  his  humble -situation.  You  will  find,  in  point 
of  fact,  that  he  did  not  raise  it,  and  that  only  2501,  was  paid,  leaving 
10001.  undischarged,  attended  with  circumstances  which  will  deserve 
your  minute  attention.  Security  was  required  for  this  amount,  and  it 
was  given  iti  the  form  of  a  draft  of  Mr.  Goom,  a  glue-maker,  for  lOOOi 
which  was  to  be  payable  on  the  16th  of  September ;  and  this  bill  or  check 
on  G  oom,  was  paid  by  Patch  into  the  hands  of  the  deceased’s  banker.  To 
give  some  explanation  of  this  transaction,  the  prisoner  said  he  had  sold 
an  estate  in  the  West  of  England.- — Upon  the  mutiny  of  the  draft,  it  was 
mentioned  that  Mr.  Goom  could  not  take  it  up,  and  the  indulgence  was 
given  as  another  draft,  to  the  same  amount,  due  on  the  20th  of  that 
month,  with  a  remark,  that  the  man  had  glued  up  the  money.  The  day 
before  this  check  was  to  have  been  paid,  Mr.  Blight  set  off  to  Margate,  to 
join  his  family.  This  was  on  the  Thursday,  the  1 9th,  and  the  prisoner 
accompanied  him  to  Deptford,  on  the  road.  Immediately  on  quitting 
the  deceased  at  this  place,  the  prisoner  hastened  to  the  banker’s  of  Mr. 
Blight,  and  desired  them  not  to  present  the  draft,  due  the  next  day,  as 
it  va  Quid  not  be  suitable  to  Mr.  Goom  to  pay  it.  On  the  same  day  the 
prisoner  returned  to  the  house,  and  we  see  him  now  at  home  with  only  a 
female  servant,  of  the  name  of  Kitchener.  The  prisoner  was  sitting  in 
the  front  parlour,  when  he  desired  this  servant  to  procure  sixpennyworth 
of  oysters.' — The  maid  obeyed;  but  before  she  returned,  a  musket  ball 
had  been  fired  into  ike  room  where  the  family  usually  assembled.  The 
prisoner  said,  on  hearing  the  explosion,  that  he  immediately  quitted  the 
apartment,  but  on  going  out  he  saw  nobody  but  a  man  and  his  wife,  who 
will  be  called  before  you  as  witnesses.  I  shall  shew  you,  Gentlemen, 
that  this  shot  was  fired  by  the  prisoner,  and  that  it  was  a  part  of  the  ne¬ 
farious  plan  he  had  then  determined  to  accomplish.  The  room  into  which 
this  gun  was  fired  was  fronting  the  Thames,  with  a  wharf  intervening, 
and  a  considerable  elevation  before  the  river,  so  that  it  was  impossible, 
in  the  situation  in  which  the  tide  then  was,  that  any  person  giving  the 
ball  this  direction,  "could  be  in  any  .other  place  than  on  the  wharf.  The 
lead  entered  the  lower  part  of  the  shutter,  broke  the  sash,  and  the  Vene¬ 
tian  blinds  within  it,  and  so  passed  in  the  apartment.  In  addition  to  this, 
the  ball  took  a  sloping  direction,  descending  inwards,  so  that  it  was  im¬ 
possible  the  weapon  could  have  been  discharged  from  the  river,  which 
was  very  considerably  below  the  levelj^8  the  dwelling.  After  the  report 
had  given  the  alarm,  a  publican  of  the  name  of  Frost,  who  will  also  be 
called,  ran  to  the  spot,  and  enquired  the  cause.  On  being  informed  of 
the  circumstances,  he  offered  his  assistance  in  various  ways ;  but  his 
friendly  proposals  were  rejected  by  the  prisoner,  who  said  he  would  go 
to  bed. 

u  On  the  next  day,  which  M  as  the  20th,  the  prisoner  wrote  to  the  de¬ 
ceased  a  long  lettet,  apprising  him  of  the  affair,'  and  intimating  his  wish 
that  Mr.  Blight  should  return  home,  as  after  such  an  event  some  personal 
communication  seemed  to  be  necessary.  This  letter  was  absolutely  silent 
on  every  thing  relating  to  Goom’s  money.  On  the  receipt  of  this,  Mr. 
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Blight  determined  to  comply  with  the  wish  expressed  by  the  prisoner* 
and  on  the  23d  of  September  he  arrived  at  home,  where  he  met  the  pri¬ 
soner.  Some  conversation  was  immediately  had,  and  probably  the  first 
subject  was  this  supposed  attempt  on  the  family,  and  next  on  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  10001.  which  was  so  important  in  the  condition  of  the  affairs 
of  the  deceased. — The  result  was  unfavourable  to  the  wishes  of  Mr.  Blight; 
and  the  prisoner  was  expressly  ordered  to  go  to  London,  and  not  on  any 
account  to  return  until  he  had  obtained  the  money.  In  the  evening  of 
that  day  we  find  Mr.  Patch  at  home  with  Mr.  Blight,  and  taking  grog 
together  in  the  back  parlour.  At  eight  o’clock  he  went  to  the  maid  in 
the  kitchen,  enquired  for  the  key  of  the  counting-house,  saying  at  tho 
same  time  he  had  occasion  to  go  to  the  privy.  Having  procured  it,  ho 
opened  the  house  door,  then  the  gate;  afterwards  he  locked  the  counting- 
house,  and  passed  through  it  to  the  privy.  As  soon  as  she  heard  the 
.latter  door  slam  to,  or  very  nearly  at  the  same  time,  she  saw  the  flash  of 
a  pistol,  and  before  she  could  remove  from  her  place,  -Mr.  Blight  had 
come  into  the  kitchen,  and  rested  his  body  upon  the  dresser.  She  then 
rushed  to  the  house  door  and  shut  it,  on  which  the  prisoner  knocked  to 
procure  admission.  The  single  difficulty  in  this  case  is  the  indentity  of 
the  time  between  the  slamming  of  the  privy  door  and  the  report  of  the 
pistol.  But  nothing  was  more  deceptive  than  the  interval  of  time  in  such 
circumstances ;  yet  you,  Gentlemen,  will  hear  the  testimony,  and  allow 
to  my  observations  no  weight  which  does  not  properly  appertain  to  them. 
I  confidently  however  charge  the  prisoner  with  this  foul  murder ;  with 
avail  in 0  himself  of  false  pretences  to  procure  an  msiiumeut  of  death,  and 
with  that  fatal  weapon  destroyed  his  friend,  when  almost  in  the  arms  of 
sleep,  after  a  fatiguing  journey.  What  I  have  explained  of  the  pecuniary 
circumstances  of  the  prisoner,  will  assist  in  explaining  the  motive  to  this 
horrid  crime.” 

(The  Learned  Counsel  here  commented  on  the  various  particulars  re¬ 
garding  the  money,  and  their  application  to  this  inquiry,  and  adverted  t® 
several  conversations  of  the  prisoner,  in  which  lie  endeavoured  to  repre¬ 
sent  persons  of  the  name  of  Clarke  and  Webster  as  likely  to  have  com¬ 
mitted  the  murder.  But  as  these  matters  will  appear  in  the  evidence,  we 
shall  not  state  them  in  this  place.) 

Mr.  Gar-row  now  directed  the  attention  of  the  Jury  to  various  artifices, 
by  which  the  prisoner  had  endeavoured,  through  the  medium  of  the 
widow  of  the  deceased,  to  acquire  the  possession  of  the  papers  oi  Mr. 
Blight,  and  by  that  means  to  obtain  the  alienation  of  the  whole  of  his 
business  and  property.  He  detailed  at  much  length  on  the  state  of  the 
stockings  of  the  prisoner,  found  by  that  vigilant  and  intelligent  mittfstej 
of  justice  Mr.  Stafford,  by  which  it  appeared  he  had  taken  off  his  shoes ; 
and  he  laid  much  stress  on  the  discovery  of  the  ramrod  in  the  tunnel  of 
the  privy,  with  which  the  pistol  had.  been  wadded.  He  spoke  of  tli^j 
state  of  mind  in  which  the  prisoner  appeared  during  the  examinations 
before  the  Magistrates  ;  and  on  one  occasion  after  his  return  from  the 
Justices,  he  said,  u  I  have  been  near  hanging  myself  just  now,  and  if  1 
had  done  it  quite,  I  should  not  have  been  more  unhappy.”  A  beautiful 
model  of  the  premises  at  Greenland  Dock,  the  scene  of  the  catastrophe; 
was  next  produced,  on  which  the  Learned  Counsel  pointed  out  the  va* 
Finns  parts  of  the  buildings,  and  the  adjacent  ground,  to  shew  that  alj 
the  gates  being  shut,  no  access  could  be  procured,  and  that  toe  p,. isonei 
alone  could  have  perpetrated  the  deed. 
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Tiff.  GatfrdW  tneri  concluded,  with  a  solemn  appeal  to  the  genthmem 
4m  wham  the  fate  of  the  prisoner  was  to  depend,  and  with  expressing  his 
perfect  confidence,  that  they  wo  id  faithfully  discharge  the  important 
duty  they  were  now  expected  by  their  country  to  perform. 

Mr.  Garrow’s  address,  in  point  of  perspicuity  of  statement,  judicious 
arrangement  of  matter,  and  acute  animadversion,  was  a  masterly  display 
of  forensic  eloquence.  It  reflected  great  credit  on  his  feelings  as  aman, 
and  his  judgment  as  a  lawyer.  The  peculiarity  of  the  case,  the  justice 
and  necessity  of  viewing  all  the  circumstances  on  which  i*  hinged  through 
the  most  unprejudiced  and  impartial  medium,’  formed  the  leading  features 
of  his  speech,  which  was  one  of  the  most  impressive  we  ever  heard. 

Mr.  Patch  seemed  to  note  most  attentively  the  statement  of  Mr.  Gar- 
row,  but  did  not  betray  any:  agitation,  even  in  the  parts  of  it  which 
most  nearly  afF'scted  him.  *  ■ 

After  Mr.  Garrow  had  closed  his  speech  he  proceeded  to  cail  the  wit¬ 
nesses,  the  first  of  whom  was  Richard  Ford  who  was  alarmed  by  Kitchener 
and  found  the  g;ates  fast. 

Mr.  Ashley  Cooper,  a  surgeon  of  eminence,  was  called.  He  stated, 
that  on  being  sent  for  to  the  house  of  the  deceased,  to  attend  in  his  pro¬ 
fessional  capacity,  he  found  him  lying  on  a  bed  on  the  parlour  floor.  He 
ordered  him  up  stairs,  aiidtaent  every  one  out  of  the  room,  except  the 
two  surgeons  amd  Mr.  Patch.  He  examined  and  dressed  his  wounds, 
and  remained  with  him  all  night.  In  the  morning  witness  asked  the 
deceased  if  he  saispected  any  person  to  be  guilty  of  so  horrid  a  crime. 
The  answer  was  <c  No  !  God  knows,  .1  never  did  any  man  an  inju  y,  to 
take  my  life.”  Deceased  observed  to  witness,  that  Mr.  Patch  had  men¬ 
tioned  to  him  the  name  of  Webster.  Witness  then  turned  to  Patch,  and 
said,  uWho  is  this  Webster?”* — Prisoner  answered — u  He  is  a  man 
suspected  of  barfing  robbed  Mr.  Blight,  and  whose  son  is  run  away  in 
consequence  <ipf  a' warrant  being  out  to  search  his  father’s  premises.” 
Witness  suggest  ed  that  the  Bow-street  Officers  should  be  applied  to,  and 
that  his  house  should  be  searched.  Prisoner  replied,  he  did  not  know; 
nothing  might  he  found;  and  if  nothing  was  found,  he  certainly  would 
be  shot;  or  words  to  that  effect.  On  the  morning  of  the  day  when  Mr. 
Blight  died,  w7  it  mess  went  to  the  bed-side,  and  put  some  questions  to  him 
about  his  affairs.  Deceased  said  he  had  the  draft  of  a  will,  but  it  was 
not  signed.  Deceased  wished  to  have  the  names  of  the  prisoner  and  a 
Mr.  Richard  Feirguson  added  as  executors,  which  the  witness  accordingly 
introduced,  and  the  deceased  signed  the  will ;  and  it  was  witnessed. 
Air.  Cooper  then  stated  that  he  opened  the  body,  and  was  certain  that 
the  deceased  died  in  consequence  of  a  ball  entering  his  side.  He  de¬ 
scribed  the  direction  the  ball  took,  &c. 

Air.  Foster,  landlord  of  the  Dog  and  Duck,  within  100  yards  of  the 
house  of  Mr.  Blight.  He  went  to  the  house  in  consequence  of  what 
Heter  Kitchener*,  the  servant,  had  told  him. — The  gates,  &€.  were  shut 
close,  but  he  got  over  them,  made  towards  the  door  which  opens  to  the 
wharf.  On  entering  the  back  parlour  (that  towards  the  street),  he  saw 
Mr.  Blight  si*  ing  in  an  arm  chair,  supporting  himself  by  his  hands  on 
!he  elbows.  Witness  fetched  Air.  Jones,  a  surgeon,  agreeable  to  the 
wishes  of  Mr.  Blight.  He  saw  the  above  Gentleman  was  wounded,  and 
i*e  remained  with  him  until  the  next  afternoon,  at  four  o’clock,  wffica 
expired. 
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Mr.  Jones,  Surgeon,  on  being  sent  for,  examined  the  wounds  of  Mr. 
Blight  its  he  was  lying  on  the  door,  and  directed  that  he  should  be  imme¬ 
diately  pat  to  bed.  On  being  pat  to  bed,  witness  examined  minutely 
Mr.  Id's  wound;  he  found  one  on  the  fore  part  of  the  body,  two  inches 
from  the  navel,  on  the  right  side,  and  another  on  the  lorn  on  the  same 
side.  He  perceived  it  to  be  a  gun-shot  wound,  and  the  contents  of  the 
bowels  were  passing  from  each  of  them.  The  body  was  distend  d  and 
inflated,  and  witness  was  convinced  that  the  wounds  would  prove  moral. 
He  remained  w  ith  the  unfortunate  man  until  seven  o’clock  the  next  morn¬ 
ing,  and  he  died  in  the  afternoon. — Witness  asked  him  when,  in  his  last 
moments,  and  before  that,  if  he  suspected  any  person  to  have  been  guilty 
of  the  horrid  deed.  He  replied,  u  No  ;  God  knows  I  never  injured  any 
man  so  as|o  lead  him  to  take  my  life  ;  but  Mr.  Patch  has  mentioned  some 
man’s  name,  Webster?”  Witness  asked  Patch  who  this  TV  eb&ief  was? 
when  he  replied,  he  was  a  man  who  was  once  suspected  of  robbing  the 
premises,  and  his  son  had  absconded,  who  was  suspected  of  robbing  Mr. 
lilight.  Witness  wont  to  Mr.  Blight’s  bed-side  before  he  expire,  and, 
represented  to  him  his  real  situation,  and  advised  him,  if  his  aiiuirs  was 
not  settled,  to  arrange  them.  He  asked  for  his  will,  which  Patch  brought 
to  him,  some  alterations  were  made,  and  Patch  and  a  Mr.  Ferguson  wore 
added  to  it  as  executors.  Mr.  Blight  with  difficulty  s  gued  the  will,  and 
was  very  anxious  to  know  if  nothing  coukl  save  him.  Dr.  liabbington, 
a  physician,  and  witness,  were  present,  toge  her  in  his  room,  but  their 
exertions  had  no  eflect ;  he  expired  before  four  o’clock. — The  bow  els 
of  the  deceased  were  cut  in  three  different  places. 

Miss  Ann  Louisa  Davies  was  sworn.  She  stated  that  on  the  ’  9 th  of 
September  she  w  as  coming  from  Deptford,  and  on  her  way  had  to  pass 
close  to  the  deceased’s  gam ;  she  had  not  passed  the  gate  but  a  few  v  infs 
when,  she  saw  the  tiaeh  of  a  pistol,  or  gun,  and  heard  the  report,;  wit  re 
she  stood  she  could  see  the  whole  of  that  end  of  the  premises;  she  shipped 
about  two  minutes  and  wras  sure  no  person  or  persons  made  their  esca  e 
that  way;  she  heard  no  person  come  out  of  the  deceased’s  house,  nor  d.d 
she  hear  any  noise  on  the  wharf. 

Miss  Martha  Davies,  sister  to  the  proceeding  witness,  was  with  i  er 
sister,  and  corroborated  every  tiring  she  said  ;  but  did  not  see  the  iLsh  i' 
the  pistol  or  gun. 

Michael  Wright  was  next  called.  He  said  he  lived  at  Rotherhiihe,  a  ml 
was  coming  from  Deptford  on  the  19? ti  oi  September  last;  tliai  he  pa.s*.eT 
along  the  narrow  passage  behind  the  house  of  t be  deceased  ;  that  about 
60  or  70  yards  before  be  came  to  the  gate  he  heard  the  report  of  a  g-  n 
or  pistol.  He  w  as  not  sure  w  hether  he  was  quite  in  sight  o,  the  s  ate  >r 
not,  bat  believes  he  could  have  seen  it  had  it  been  diy-light.  Wh  u 
got  up  to  the  ga  e,  th  •  prisoner  w  as  coming  oat  of  it.  Prisoner  m.k 
did  he  meet  any  body?  lie  answered,  no.  Prisoner  told  witness  he  L  d 
been  shot  af,  and  asked  him  to  go  into  the  h  >use,  which  he  did;  and  th 
Searched  and  fo and  the  ball:  It  had  passed  through  the  window  shutk 
Witness  offered  to  procure  some  one  to  sleep  in  the  house  with  th  pi 
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so: ler,  observing  it  w  as  dangerous  to  be  alone  under  such  cnT.um.sUn; ;  . 
Prisoner  declined  to  have  any  one  sleep  in  the  house.  VV.tinss.  fold  ..no, 
that  it  would  be  adviseable  to  have  hand  bills  printed;  the  prisoner  saci  bo 
w.duld,  and  that  he  would  oiler  501.  reward.  Witness  asked  him  if  h  * 
had  any  tire  arms  in  the  house;  prisoner  said  he  had  a  pair  of  pist  is  but 
had  no  ammunition.  C 
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Richard  Frost  was  next  sworn.  He  stated  that  he  kept  a  p'  bffc  house 
near  to  that  occupied  by  the  deceased  ;  that  on  the  alarm  of  a  pistol  being 
fired,  he  proceeded  to  the  house ;  Patch,  the  prisoner,  the  last  witness, 
and  Hester  Kitchener,  the  servant  maid,  were  present,  lies  ated  nearly 
the  same  as  the  last  witness,  respecting  the  conversation  about  the  pri¬ 
soner  having  a  pair  of  pistols  took  place,  the  witness  offered  him  powder 
and  ball,  which  he  declined  to  accept,  saying,  “  never  mind,  they  will  not 
come  again  to-night;  the  villains  will  not  come  again.” 

Mr.  Kinnaird,  jun.  was  called.  lie  took  the  dimensions  of  the  honsa, 
and  mode  of  the  model.  lie  explained  to  the  Jury  the  different  purposes 
the  model  was  intended  to  effect. 

Mr.  Kinnaird  cross  exam  in  cd  by  Mr.  Gurney.  • 

Q.  Is  the  palling  that  is  described  in  the  in  the  model  5  or  6  feet  high  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  ;  it  is  higher  in  one  place  than  another. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  that  a  quantity  of  old  timber  is  lying  about  in  the 
yard  ? 

A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Is  not  the  gate  in  the  model  improperly  described?  are  there  not 
three  rails  in  the  inside  of  the  gate,  by  which  a  person  might  get  over  in 
a  minute? 

A.  It  may  be  so,  I  cannot  say. 

By  Mr  Gar  row. 

Q.  If  a  person  on  that  occasion  had  got  over  the  gate  w  ith  a  view-  to 
escape,  must  they  not  have  been  seen  by  the  Miss  Davies’s? 

A.  Certainly  they  would,  unless  the  Miss  Davies’s  were  close  to  the 
paling  ;  and  in  that  case  they  could  not  have  a  view  of  the  gate. 

Hester  Kitchener  examined — Said  she  had  resided  in  the  house  of  the 
late  Air.  Blight  about  two  months  prior  to  his  death.  The  family  con¬ 
sisted  of  her  master  and  mistress,  Mr.  Patch,  a  child,  and  herself.  Sfi© 
remembered  her  mistress  and  master  setting  off' to  Margate.  He  return¬ 
ed  home  on  the  19th  of  September,  and  left  town  again  the  same  day. 
Mr.  Patch  accompanied  him,  but  returned  again  in  the  course  of  the 
morning.  On  her  first  coming  to  live  with  Mr.  Blight,  the  family  used 
generally  to  sit  in  the  back  parlour;  but  for  the  last  seven  weeks  in  the 
front  parlour.  Mr.  Patch  sat  in  the  front  room  on  the  evening  of  the 
19th  of  September.  About  eight  o’clock,  he  sent  her  out  for  six  penny¬ 
worth  of  oysters.  She  was  away  about  nine  minutes;  the  oysters  were 
not  opened.  On  her  return  she  found  Mr.  Patch  in  conversation  w  ith  a 
man  and  woman,  whom  she  afterwards  understood  to  be  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wright.  Mr.  Patch  said,  “Hester,  is  that  you  ?  I  have  been  shot  at.” 
Hester  replied,  “  Lord  have  mercy  upon  us,  whereabouts?”  Mr.  Patch 
said,  through  (lie  window  shutters.  1  he  window  shutters  were  all  mad® 
fast  at  dusk,  prior  to  her  going  out  which  i  as  sooner  than  usual.  The 
i\  asoii  was,  Mr.  Patch  said  he  w  as  poi-rly,  nid  wished  to  sup  and  go  to 
bed  s  ,ori.  Air.  Wright  was  sent  for  and  Mr.  Frost,  when  they  all  went 
into  the  front  parlour  to  look  for  the  shot  that  had  been  tired.  * 

She  found  it  near  to  the  w  indow.  Alt.  Patch  expressed  much  surprize  at 
what  had  happened,  as  he  said  that  neither  Mr.  Blight  nor  himself  had  an 
enemy  in  the  w  orld  that  lie  knew  of.  She  knew  nothing  about  fire  arms; 
she  went  into  the  kitchen,  and  thence  to  Mr.  Frost’s,  to  borrow  some 
candles;  they  all  left  the  house  together,  without  any  body  in  it;  no 
search  w  as  made  in  the  house  that  evening  for  the  person  who  it  was,  sup- 
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posed  had  fi*rd  the  shot;  sin  heard  nothing  about  ammunition.  Mr. 
Patch  slept  that  evenin'  in  Mr.  Blight's  bed,  in  order  to  be  near  to  her, 
for  her  protection,  as  she  had  expressed  great  apprehension*  Mr.  Blight 
came  from  Margate  on  the  Monday  following.  Her  master  rode  out  the 
same  day,  and  on  his  return,  Mr.  Fateh  had  his  horse,  and  went  out  oil 
horseback.  Mr.  Patch  \\  ore  boots  on  that  occasion,  and  usually  wore 
boots  She  was  certain  lie  wore  boots  on  the  day  prior  to  Mr.  Blight 
being  shot  at.  Mr.  Patch  and  Mr.  Blight  sal  together  in  the  evening  in 
the  bark  parlour,  which  had  not  been  used  as  a  sitting  room  for  some' 
weeks  before.  'Patch,  she  believed,  had  worn  thin  shoes  and  white 
stockings:  did  not  know  whether  ribbed  or  not  On  the  same  evening 
the  gates  were  ail  fastened  as  usual;  she  was  positive  Mr.  Patch  had  on 
slioes  and  stockings  previous  to  her  master  being  shot.  After  Mr.  Blight 
w  as  shot,  she  fo:  nd  the  front  door  open  ;  when  shut  no  one  can  open  it 
from  the  outside,  as  it  goes  on  a  spring  back.  Mr.  Patch  and  Mr. 
Blight  had  tea  together  in  the  evening,  and  afterwards  some, grog;  she 
w  as  placed  in  such  :  situation  in  the  kitchen  as  not  to  be  able  to  see  the 
back  parlour  door,  although  the  door  of  the  kitchen  was  nearly  opposite 
to  that  of  tee  parlour  door  in  question,  it  was  several  minutes,  perhaps 
half  an  hour,  after  she  had  taken  in  the  wa  ter  to  make  the  grog  before 


Patch  came  in  the  kitchen  and  asked  for  a  candle, — Ids  words  were,  u  Hester 
give  me  a  candle,  I  have  got  a  pain  in  my  bowels,  and  must  go  to  the  privy.” 

t  ie  had  a  candle,  and  took  the  ke;  of  the  counting-house  from  off  the  dres¬ 
ser.  Be  went  out  of  the  front  door,  she  heard  him  open  the  counting-house 
door;  heard  him  slam  the  door  after  him,  and  walk  across  the  counting  bouse  in 
bis  way  to  the.  privy — the  counting  house  door  sometimes  sticks  if  pulled  hard — 
she  heard  him  step  into  the  privy,  and  also  slam  that  door  after  him — she  did 
not  know  if  the  door  keeps  open  when  not  slammed  so  violently.  That  instant 
she  heard  the  privy  door  slam  to^she  heard  the  report  of  the  pistol.  Her 
master  shortly  came  into  the  kitchen,  and  said,  “  Hester,”  (laying  his  hand 
upon  his  heart)  “  i  am  a  dead  man.’' — “  Lord  have  mercy  upon  us,  i  hope  not,” 
she  replied,  then  sc  earned  and  ran  immediately  to  shut  the  front  door — she 
found  the  door  wide  open — got  about  half  way  back  along  the  passage,  when  she 
heard  a  violent  knocking  at  the  door  ;  on  opening  it,  (which  she  did  before  sl.e 
went  to  the  relief  of  her  master)  she  found  Mr.  Patch  anxious  to  be  admitted  ; 
his  small  clothes  were  unbuttoned,  and  he  appeared  to  be  holding  them  up 
with  one  hand;  they  were,  she  remembers  well,  of  a  light  colour.  He  went 
immediately  into  the  kitchen  to  her  master,  and  said,  “  Lord  have  mercy  upon 
us,  what  is  the  matter?”  Hester  said,  “Mastei’s  shot!  master’s,  shot  V'  He  as¬ 
sisted  master  into  the  parlour;  does  not  recollett  whether  there  were  one  or  two 
candles  upon  the  table.  It  was  customary  to  have  two.  Mr.  Patch  wished  her 
to  go  for  some  assistance,  but  she  was  afraid,  and  refused  to  go.  He  then  de¬ 
sired  her  to  take  her  master  by  the  hand,  and  support  him,  and  he  would  go 
himself  for  surgical  assistance.-  This  Hester  also  refused,  being  equally  fearful 
to  be  left  in  the  house  with  her  wounded  master  ;  he  again  pressed  her,  and  she 
said,  “  I  am  afraid  to  let  you  go — if  i  do  go,  1  will  jump  out  of  the  kitchen 
window.”  She  did  pass  out  that  way,  and  brought  with  her  Mr.  Frost,  who 
lived  hard  by  at  the  Dog  and  Duck.  Mr.  Frost,  in  his  way  to  ti  e  house,  did 
not  wait  for  the  gate  to  be  opened,  but  jumped  over  it ;  she  saw  nobody  in  her 
way;  her  master  died  next  day — she  does  not  recollect  any  particular  conversa¬ 
tion  she  had  with  Mr.  Patch,  except  that  he  told  her  there  were  strange  ideas 
abroad,  and  she  was  to  speak  the  truth  and  nothing  but  the  truth.  This  con¬ 
versation  took  place  before  the  Coroner’s  Inquest  had  been  held  upon  the  body 
of  her  master.  Nobody  was  in  custody  on  suspicion  of  the  murder  at  the  time 
— had  no  further  conversation  with  Patch  then  nor  afterward  that  she  recol¬ 
lected — she  did  not  recollect  any  thing  that  was  said  when  Charles  and  her  mo¬ 
ther  were  present. 
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Christopher  Morgan,  who  resides  at  Deptford,  called,  and  examined  by  Mr. 
Rnowlys.  He  said,  be  lived  in  More-lane,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Mr. 
Blight's  premises.  He  was  passing  the  yard  between  eight  and  nine  o'clock  in 
tme  evening,  when  he  was  informed  by  some  lads  standing  at  the  gateway  that 
Mr.  Blight  had  been  shot.  He  immediately  went  to  the  house  door,  and  de¬ 
manded  it  lie  could  be  of  any  assistance.  Mr  Patch  then  tame  out  of  the 
tootu;  and  upon  the  witness  asking  if  lie  should  search  the  premises,  in  order 
to  discover  the  muiderer,  Mr.  Patch  replied,  that  he  would  he  extremely  obli¬ 
gees  to  them,  and  pointing  to  the  bulk  of  the  C  arnatic  East  Indiamau,  told 
them  Erst  to  examine  that,  as  at  the  time  the  former  pistol  was  discharged  a 
rumbling  noise  had  been  heard  in  it.  They  immediately  proceeded  to  the  edge 
of  the  wharf,  in  order  to  search  the  vessel,  but  found  it  impracticable  u.  get 
into  it,  on  account  of  its  distance  from  the  shore.  The  space  between  the  land 
and  the  Carnatic,  was.  about  sixteen  feet;  and  it  being  at  that  time  low  water, 
that  space  was  covered  with  mud  of  such  a  consistency,  that  if  a  pet  son  had 
endeavoured  to  escape  that  wav,  he- would  have  sunk  up  to  his  middle  in  it, 
Arter  looking  attentively  through  the  premises,  they  could  discover  nobody, 
nor  any  traces  of  persons  having  entered.  He  then,  with  a  friend  of  the  name 
of  Berry,  by  whom  he  was  accompanied,  entered  the  house,  and  came  to  the 
room  where  Mr.  Blight  was  laid.  After  some  conversation  on  the  suspicion 
which  Mr.  Blight  could  attach  upon  any  person,  the  witness  begged  of  Mr. 
Bate:  to  commission  him  to  go  to  Bow-street  to  procure  officers.  To  this  the 
nri;<  cer  replied  he  did  not  see  the  necessity  of  the  measure;  upon  which  Mr. 
Mot .  an  remonstrated,  and  told  him  that  an  early  inquiry  would  be  of  the 
utmost  ^sequence.  Patch  then  repeated  three  or  four  times  that  lie  saw  no 
necessity  for  it,  and  stated,  that  he  was  in  as  much  anger  as  Mr.  Blight,  as  lie 
had  been  shot  at  the  Thursday  preceding.  The  prisoner  then  conducted  the 
witness  into  the  front  parlour,  and  explained  to  him  the  situation  in  which  he 
was  on  the  day  when  the  ball  had  penetrated  the  window  shutter,  and  had 
dr.ven  a  pie  e  of  the  Venetian  blind  against  his  head.  Upon  their  return  into 
the  par  Mur,  where  Mr.  Blight  lay,  the  witness  remonstrated  upon  the  careless¬ 
ness  of  A  o  prisoner,  in  leaving  the  door  open  when  he  had  stated  himself  to 
have  been  on  thekdert  all  the  evening.  The  witness  repeatedly  asked  Patch  for  a 
commission  to  go  to  the  Police  Office,  in  order  to  procure  proper  officers,  at  the 
same  time  added,  there  must  be  some  cause  for  the  commission  of  the  horrid 
act,  as  human  nature  was  not  so  depraved  as  to  shoot  a  fellow-creature  without 
some  inducement.  The  prisoner  then  turned  round  to  the  witness,  and  told 
lnm  that  he  had  as  much  reason  to  suspect  him  as  any  man.  Finding  that  his 
servicer  were  not  acceptable,  he  went  away. 

James  Eerrv  deposed,  that  at  the  time  of  the  search,  and  subsequent  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  ihe  last  witness,  he  was  in  his  company  and  assisted.  As  soon  as 
the  prisoner  had  directed  rhe  witness  and  his  fiiend  to  search  the  Carnatic,  Mr. 
Pm  h  j etirccl  to  a  distant  part  of  the  yard,  without  making  ariy  observation, 
with  a  bn  thorn,  and  in  a  few  minutes  returned  to  the  house  The  witness 
thought  his  conduct  rather  strange,  and  therefore  paid  mote  particular  atten¬ 
tion  Tiie  height  from  the  edge  of  the  wharf  to  the  mud  in  which  the  vessel 
lay  was  about  i6  feet,  and  if  an  attempt,  had  been  made  to  escape  that  way,  the 
person  must  ehher  have  broke  his  neck,  or  have  been  suffocated  in  the  mud — 
V pon  his  cross  examination  he  said,  that  the  search  was  made  about  twenty  mi¬ 
nuses  after  the  shot  was  fired.  The  gate  which  admitted  them  upon  the  ptemi- 
ses  was  only  upon  the  latch,  and  anv  person  might  have  been  admitted. 

Bichat  d  Frost  was  again  caked  up  to  speak  to  the  firing  of  the  gun.  He 
stated,  that  on  Thu’sdav,  the  19th, — “  there  was  the  report  of  the  firing  of  a 
gun  at  Mr  Blight’s  house  :”  he  went  out  to  ascertain  the  cause,  but  did  not  per¬ 
ceive  any  person  coining  from  the  premises,  and  he  was  in  a  situation  in  which 
In  1  the  person  wh  hied  it  attempted  to  make  his  escape,  he  must  have  observed 
him — it  was  about  eight  o’clock  in  the  evening,  and  it  was  das k,  but  he  was 
ilea  enough  to  have  seen  anv  one  run  away,  or  climb  the  wall. 

Charles  S<ewa;d  produced  the  shutter  and  sash  through  which  the  former  shot 
had  been  hied.  He  was  a  labourer  and  left  work  at  o’clock,  when  the  gates 
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were  fastened  by  Patch.  He  heard  nothing  of  the  murder  of  Mr.  Blight  un¬ 
til  the  next  morning  when  he  came  to  work.  At  the  time  wound  was  given 
it  must  he  low  water,  and  the  space  between  the  Carnatic  and  the  shore  was 
nothing  bin  mud,  in  which  a  j  erson  might  have  been  buried.  The  vessel  lay 
sloping  from  the  shore,  so  that  it  was  impossible  any  shot  from  that  spot  could 
have  leached  Mr  Blight — At  on  side  of  the  whaif  there  was  a  large  range, 
which,  it  the  pistol  had  been  fired  from  that  direction,  would  have  intercepted 
the  shot.  Theie  was  no  house  attached  to  the  crane,  behind  which  the  mur¬ 
derer  could  corneal  himself,  On  the  Thursday  night  subsequent  to  tlse  murder 
the  witness  slep  with  Patch;  lie  had  no  clothes  with  him  but  what  lie  put  on 
again  in  the  morning  and  carried  away  with  him.  He  had  no  whitp  stockings 
with  him,  or  even  in  his  possession,  if  the  person  were  to  stand  bt  low  the 
wharf,  it  would  be  impossible  for  him  to  fire  at  the  window  of  the  room  in 
which  Mr  Blight  was  seated  at  the  time  of  the  murder.  The  witness  remembers 
the  prisoner  telling  Hester  Kitchener  on  the  Tuesday,  the  day  before  the  Co¬ 
roner's  Jury  sat  upon  the  body,  to  tell  the  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth.  He 
added,  that  they  would  cross  question  her,  and  ask  her  a  great  many  things,  but 
it  she  began  one  story,  she  was  to  continue  it,  or  she  would  get  him  into  pri¬ 
son.  “  1  was  as  near  being  hanged  as  ever  an  y  thing  was  in  tins  world,  and  if  I 
had  I  should  be  as  happy  as  \  am  now — people  eem  to  think  that  it  was  1  who 
shot  Mr,  Bhght.”  The  prisoner  then  talked  about  some  pistols  which  he  had,  and 
said,  that  they  were  short  pistols,  with  which  he  could  not  take  an  aim,  and 
would  give  any  man  leave  to  take  one,  and  he  t he  other,  and  Ins  adversary  should 
have  the  first  fffe. 

George  Smith  was  near  the  yard  when  the  vistol  was  fired,  he  did  not  see  any 
person  leave  the  yard,  and  if  they  had  he  must  have  seen  them. 

hive  other  persons  who  were  about  the  oremises  corroborated  this  state¬ 
ment. 

Mrs  Sarah  Blight  was  called,  and  exammed  by  Mr.  Garrow. — She  said  she 
was  the  widow  ol  thegentlcman  whose  murder  was  now  under  consideration.  Her 
husband  became  acquainted  with  the  prisoner  about  three  years  and  a  half  ago. 
His  sister  lived  in  her  family  as  a  servant.  T  he  first  acquaintance  with  Patch 
was  from  his  coming  to  visit  his  sister.  At  the  time  he  entered  her  husband’s 
service,  he  represented  himself  to  have  come  out  of  Devonshire  on  account  of 
some  difference  respecting  tithes.  He  said  he  came  from  Elsmere.  For  the  first 
few  months  he  worked  for  Blight  without  receiving  any  salary,  but  merely  for 
In’s  board.  After  that  it  was  agreed  that  the  prisoner  should  receive  a  salary  of 
80l.  a  year.  He  acted  as  a  foreman  of  the  yard.  At  a  time  subsequent,  his 
salary  was  raised  to  1  OOl  per  annum,  Patch  agreeing  to  board  himself.  This 
took  place  about  a  year  after  lie  had  beeu  hired  by  the  husband  in  1803.  -  The 
deceased  delivered  to  the  witness  certain  papers  that  she  was  to  give  to  Patch  at 
a  particular  time;  but  the  prisoner  was  not  then  present.  The  documents  were 
delivered  to  the  witness  six  months  before  the  death  of  Mr.  Blight.  At  the 
different  conversations  between  Patch  and  the  deseeased,  it  was  agreed  that  the 
witness  should  deliver  them  to  the  prisoner  in  case  any  questions  should  be  asked 
respecting  the  property.  T  he  witness  never  parted  with  these  papers  until  after 
the  death  of  her  husband.  Mrs.  Blight  had  gi  neout  of  town  to  Margate  when 
she  received  the  melancholy  intelligence  of  the  murdei. — “On  my  return  to 
town  i  found  the  papers  where  they  had  been  always  kept,  in  a  tin  box  in  my 
husband  s  dress  ng  room.  They  were  in  the  same  state,  and  addiessed  to  Mrs. 
Blight.  1  deli  red  them  to  a  ladvtogive  Patch,  which  was  done  in  my  presence. 
This  was  after  he  had  been  examined  on  the  coroneiT  inquest.  Wheie  he 
stated  he  was  the  sole  owner  of  the  estate,  and  that  it  was  absoiutels  necessary 
he  should  have  them,  site  delivered  them  up.  He  induced  me  to  g've  them  to 
him,  by  telling  me,  that  before  the  Jury,  he  had  been  inter? ogated  regard  n.J 
the  property,  and  had  not  the  papers  in  possession  to  produce.  He  had  not  the 
papers  in  his  possession  on  ihe  15th  of  July,  but  on  the  contrar.,  only  re¬ 
ceived  them  on  the  27th  of  September  following.  Mr.  iPight  was  induced  to 
come  to  town,  from  the  letter  which  was  sent  by  Patch  to  Mai  gate,  aiui’w  Inch 
arrived  on  the  19th  of  September.  Tins  is  the  letter,  I  believe,  which  was  . 
received.” 
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i  ;vc  Fitter  from  the  prisoner  to  Mr  Blight,  bating  the  circumstance  of 
Ha  ball  -'em  fited  through  the  shutter  on  the 'Thursday  preceding,  was.  here  read 

jjt  “*>  ’ 

I  by  the  Clerk  ot  the  Court.)  A  T>  ,  - 

I  *  On  the  examination  being  renewed,  the -witness  said  teat  Mr.  rateli  was  ■ 

I  purchase  one  third  of  air  J  Right  s  business  tor  ihesulu  of  l  ioO--  * 

lbein;r  paid,  a  ba-anee  of  lOOOl.  remained  due  to  the  husband  ot  the  witness,  or 

i  -  i  ‘  'ml'  7  »  t*  /  i  vi.  if 


1*1 


Ithis  a  "draft  had  hem  given  to  a  person  of  the  name  of  uooin,  ’aIi.cIi  nut  not 


ibemfl^hb 'mid  which/  upon  enquir  •  after  th  murder,  the  prisoner  declared 
!h ml  been  naid.  This,  however,  wa-  d’scoved  to  be  lalse.  . 

~Mr.  dwindle,  clerk  to  Mr.  Humphries,  .Solicitor  for  the  prosecution,  proved 
Jjjjs  bavin;-  serve  l  on  the  prisoner,  an  l  on  the  prisoners  Counsel,  nonce  > 
It,.;.,'!  and  to  produce  in  Court  the  draught  on  Groom,  f<v  JOOm. 

I  Steoheii  Goom  sworn ;  sacs  he  is  a  glue  boiler  in  dermoivev;  tuat  be  Knew 
!  th°  nrisoneV’s  brother  about  ten  years  ago,  an  1  oidv  knew  the  pr-sonei  n>  t:u\  oig 
fseen  him  twice  or  thrice.  He  had  never  known . nor  had  any^  conuexion  w-  u 
Hvim  since ;  nor  had  ever  seen  him  till  under  his  examination  at  Bow-street,  ne 
I  never  had  with  him  am-  pecuniary  connexion;  never  received  any  money  horn 
1 1. inn  never  gave  him  anv  authority  to  draw  upon  him  tor  any  Sum  wnate\er. 

I  He  never  received  anv  hionev  whatever-  for  any  other  person’s  -account  . nan 
I  bim  ;  never  knew  of  the  prisoner’s  having  drawn  upon  him  t;h  oe  saw  him  in 
I  custody.  The  prisoner-never  a-ked  his  pei  mission,  nor  proposed  to  a  raw  upon 
!  1  a im ;  he  never  gave  him  any  note  of  hand  for  money ;  ne\  ei  mau.  a,l>  u,) 

I  point msn-t  with  the  prisoner  to  breakfast  At  Mr.  Blignt  s,  n- n  ever  ''eu  -if1", 

I  for  such  a  purpose,  nor  did  ho  know  the  pTisoner  lived  there,  he  never  caned 
|  at  Willis  and  Fereival’s,  nor  any  other  Banker’s,  to  pay  any  money  on  a  conn 
I  of  the  nri  one  ,  or  take  up  an-  bill 

I  Thomas  Graham  sworn—  ha,s  he  lives  in  Mile  F.nd  Hoad,  and  is  a  snip  owner. 

3  lie  was  a-.-nuainted  with  the  la»e  Mr.  Blight ;  he  called  at  h  s  nouse  on  Monciay, 

I  tpe  oed  of' September,  and  had  some  conversation  with  him  and  um  pno  net  , 

1  hoVtd  caded  on  the  Friday  at  Mo  B  ighfs  home,  and  the  prisoner  told  him  ?  r. 
Bli  gi  was  ...me  to  Margate.  Witness  had  jailed  for  payment  of  a  ship  pph 
rAfrh;  Ifad  bouaht  of  him  T  e  prisoner  had  told  him  that  a  sad  aondent  had 
haimened  the  oreoeedinC  night ;  that  a  pi  to!,  or  musket,  had  been  med  th^  ay 
the  parlour  window,  ami  nearly  taken  away  his  life.  •  Witness  asked  him  it  he 
knew  anv  came-  He  answered  .V„r  Imt  said  he  believed  it  was  intended  f  »W.r 
Blight;  lor  that  it  lmd  passed  in  the direction  of  Mr.  BltpiUcjiaii,  ",.e  ‘  -'g 

sit} „ tv  and  had  Struck  part  of  the  Venetian  hr.nds  against  hi!.  hcc.d.  *  J«  • 

asked  him  what  became  of  tile  hail;  and  prisoner  said.  “  »  h.rd  .fa  «»  »■»**<■# 


V -fat ween  him  and  the  win-daw  — Witness  obsen 


ved  several  splinters  of  the  mmds 


niJ  '■  ?G"fJ  n  If  mm  I  /tL  ti.-m  u.'  *  *  -  -  •  -----  » 

Ivinr  on  the  floor,  and  expressed  his  surprize  that  they  had  away 

but  the  nrisoner  answered,  he  wished  them  to  retnaur  nntd  .  . , 


rS!  WHoess  hen  Ak.4  him.'  if  he  suited  anvnerion  »  PMtiqtlar  wlm 
e,  Uhl  he  guilt v  of  such  an  act;  and  the  prisoner  said  No;  but  tn* 


hud  some  words  with  a  person  some' t, me  before  who  was  forming,  or 
dock  for  him,  and  that  this  was  the  only  man  he  con  d  suspetv  h  .  l.a  •  ■ 

riarke.  Nothing  more,  particular,  passed  on  that  day  ;  bnt  a»..ntss  ca. led  cn 
the  Monday  rooming  following,  and  was  told  by  the  prisoner  tiwt  ...i  •  —  e  ■, 
comf  to  town,  but  cone  into  the  ertv  about  some  business  -Witness  cade,  on 
his  return  from  Greenland  Dock,  saw  Mr.  Blight,  who  after  some  conversation 


Upon ahe  wharf,  asked  him  to  take  refreshment  The  prison  :r  cante  mm  tee 


loon,  where  they  were,  booted;  and  asked  for  Mt.  Bhghts  spu^.  ■,  > 
pointed  to  them  in  tin  w  mlow.  and  sat  I  to  the  prisoner,  •  , . >  <  ’  <;  “ ’? 

hack  Without  the  .none  a"  and  the  prisoner  answered  lie  shot  Id  no.  come  hack. 

Mri"l!achard:'Pe!e'hf  S'lt*n.  Pa-  s  he  is  partner  in  the  house  of  Wilis 
and  Co.  B  a.kers,  that  the  prisoner  opened  an  account  aquen  We  ion  U  ^ 


or  ~ vg)  ■* 


mb 


and  then  paid  into  th  -  house  a  draft  tor 


<  loom,  dir 
.dee.  aUil 
..send  an  of.  1 


on  the  10  h  lie  -ailed  upon  him  the  day  before  the  mb  her  une 
dr.  Doom  was  not  prepared  to  par  the  drab,  hut  that  he  would 
u  place  of  it  on  the  nextdav;  which  he  acco-di nglv  did,  sim: 


•r  in 


^  all  iCSmyCts,  CX-.-Cp-r.  C-.  ski  ■  l^t  i.1  3 


the  dates.  Liere  Mr.  Perc.val  pi  educed  the  last 
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draft  on  Mr.  Goom  for  lOOOl,  but  befoie  tins  draft  became  parable,  be  received 
a  letter  from  Mr.  hatch,  dated  the  19th  September,  requesting  bini  not  to  call 
on  Goom  for  the  bill ;  that  lie  was  not  prepat  ed  to  face  it,  and  that  he  would  give 
them  a  check  for  the  sum  for  t!  at  Goom  had  called  on  him,  and  given  him  a  note 
for  the  amount',  payable  in  October,  which  to  him  w.  s  perfectly  satisfactory.  On 
the  23d  of  September  Mr.  Blight  called  at  their  office  ;  he  had  no  account  with 
tht  •tn,  but  called  to  enquire  about  Goom’s  draft  The  witness  then  produced  a 
Banker’s  pass  book  between  his  house  and  the  prisoner,  in  which  the  latter  had 
made  an  entry  of  bills  to  a  considerable  amount,  desiring  them  to  he  plated  to 
account  of  the  Executors  of  Mr.  Blight;  and  upon  this  account  it  appeared,  that, 
as  lOOOi  draft  on  Blight  was  last  deposited,  but  not  being  paid,  was  erased.  The 
witnes.  further  stated,  that  the  prisoner  had  never  called  as  lie  had  momised;  hut 
that  Mr.  Blight  called  on  the  23d  to  know  if  the  cheque  was  paid,  and  finding  it 
was  not,  expressed  much  surprize,  saying  Patch  phe  prisoner;  was  a  good  na- 
tured  fellow,  and  that  he  ( the  deceased)  would  look  after  it.” 

Mr.  W  illis,  partner  in  the  same  house,  corroborated  the  testimony  of  the  last 
witness. 

MrwGarrow  then  called  Thomas  Webstei,  and  his  son,  William  Webster,  with 
William’s  wife,  to  prove  that  the  suspicions  suggested  by  die  prisoner  against  them 
were  completely  unfounded,  by  substantiating  a  clear  and  positive  Alibi  cn  the 
night  of  the  murder;  and  a  similar  proof  was  substantiated  for  Claike,  who  was 
also  charged  with  suspicion  on  the  case. 

Mr.  Garrow  next  produced  the  deed  of  agreement,  under  which,  the  prisoner, 
in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  12501.  was  to  have  one-thiid  of  the  profits  of  Mr. 
Blight’s  business. 

Mr.  Jones,  Surgeon,  who  first  attended  Mr.  Blight,  was  sworn — He  said,  that 
on  the  evening  ot  the  catastrophe,  he  had  conversed  whh  Mr.  Blight  upon  his 
wharf,  from  half  past,  five  to  neatly  six  o’clock;  that  he  saw  in  that  time,  tl  e  pii- 
soner  Patch  ride  in  at  the  gate,  booted  ;  but  that  after  the  misfomme  had  happen¬ 
ed,  on  being  sent  for,  he  saw  Mr.  Patch  again,  and  saw  him  in  a  kneeling  posture 
on  the  bed  of  Mr.  Blight,  endeavouring  to  assist  him,  with  shoes  and  v  lute  stock¬ 
ings  on,  but  he  did  not  observe  this  till  after  ten  o’clock ;  he  could  not  he  certain 
that  he  saw  it  sooner. 

Thomas  Musk  proved  his" being  present  at  the  execution  of  the  deed  of  part¬ 
nership  between  the  prisoner  and  Mr.  BiiJit,  which  was  produced  and  lead  in 
Court. 

Mai  v  Salter,  laundress,  proved,  that  site  had  washed  for  the  prisoner,  and  re¬ 
ceived  her  second  parcel  of  clothes  to  be  washed  between  eleven  and  twelve  <  ’dock 
on  the  Monday  on  which  the  catastrophe  occurred.  She  underwent  a  lone  inter¬ 
rogation  by  Mr.  Garrow  inspecting  a  pair  of  white  ribbed  stockings,  prod  in  ed  to 
her,  which  were  found  in  a  closet  in  the  prisoner’s  apartment/  marked  with  a 
thread  of  coloured  worsted,  which  she  admitted  to  he  her  usual  mark  ;  but  would 
no.t  swear  positively,  nor  to  any  belief  that  the  mark  actually  was  hers. 

Mr,  Stafford,  principal  Clerk* at  Bow- street,  sworn,  proved  that  he  found  those 
stockings  in  the  closet  of  the  apartment  which  the  prisoner  arkn  .w Indeed  to  be 
Lis,  in  Mi.  Blight  s  house  ;-he  »oun<i  them  iolcled  up  in  the  usual  manner  ot  cie:  u 
stockings;  but.  horn  feeling  them,  observed  something  haid  in  the  centre,  which 
induced  him  to  open  them,  when  he  found  the  legs  tolerable  clean,  and  i  o  at  ;  11 
marked,  as  if  they  had  been  worn  with  boots  ;  but  ihesblesof  the  let,  \vei6o\m  d 
with  mud,  as  if  the  werer  had  walked  without  shoes  in  the  do  t.  T{  ev  were  so, led 
with  gravel  and  Gay  on  the  soles  of  the  feet,  and  the  manure  on  the  deceased’* 
premises  was  of  the  sarnie  sort  of  m  xtme.  i  his  was  on  the  30th  of  tsemember 
and  the  stockings  were  handed  over  for  the  inspection  of  the  Jury. 

Fnffi<  ney,  the  Bow  sheet  Officer,  coin  boated  the  evidc'm e  of  Mr.  Stafford. 

Richard  March,  a  nightman,  who  had  been  employed  to  examine  rite  pi  ivy  at 
Mr.  Blights  house  in  search  of  a  pistol,  proved  that  he  bad  examined  die  leaden 
fiupk  which  led  to  the  sewer  below,  and  found  sticking  in  the  soil  the  ramrod  of 
a  pistol  of  considerable  size,  it  was  found  sticking  about  two  inches  hv  t!  e  worm 
end  hi  the  soil  below,  with  some  oakum  wadding  sticking  in  tl*?  worm,’  which  was 
the  wily  pan  of  the  ramrod  that  was  sodcu  ,  the  i  est.  was  j  eifecth  clean  unfr  dry ; 
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and  that  part  of  the  privy  obviously  shewed  that  no  person  could  have  resorted 
there  for  several  days  afflicted  with  such  a  complaint  as  Mr.  Patch  pietended. 

Mary  Smith,  servant  at  the  Brown  Bear,  Bow-street,  said,  that  she  was  the  at¬ 
tendant  on  Mr.  Patch  while  in  confinement  there  pending'  h  s  examinations  ;  that 
on  one  of  those  days  he  asked  how  his  servant  maid  (Kitchener)  was;  ordered 
her  a  glass  of  wine;  sent  his  compliments  to  her,  and  requested  she  would  not 
Ret,  for  that  they  only  wanted  to  try  whether  she  would  alter  her  story. 

The  next  thing  produced  in  evidence  was  the  written  examinations  of 
the  prisoner  before  the  Bow-street  Magistrates,  Vide  Examinations  wbfch 
was  attested  by  Mr.  Graham,  the  substance  of  which  we  lay  before  the 
public. 

These  examinations  being  read,  the  evidence  for  the  prosecution  closed — 
when. 

The  prisoner  being  called  upon  for  his  defence,  addiessed  the  Court. 

Prisoner. — “  I  beg,  m  Lord,  that  the  paper  1  hold  in  my  hand  may  be  read 
by  one  the  Gentleman  in  Court.” 

Mr,  Knapp  then  perused  the  paper  handed  from  the  prisoner,  which  was  to 
the  following  effect. — When  stated,  that  he  was  a  poor  man,  from  Devonshire, 
who  came  to  London  to  better  his  condition,  and  that  lie  had  a  wife  and  four 
children.  It  commented  with  expressions  of  gratitude  for  the  means  which 
had  been  taken  to  produce  him  a  fair  trial.  Whatever  might  be  the  result  with 
regard  to  an  individual,  was  of  no  consequence;  but  the  cause  of  public  jus¬ 
tice  would  be  promoted  by  the  impartiality  of  these  proceedings,  and  that  was 
at  all  times  of  the  highest  importance.  He  could  not  enter  avowing  the  grati¬ 
tude  he  felt  for  the  attention  his  Lordship  had  paid  to  the  popular  perejuclices 
which  had  prevailed,  and  who  therefore  had  provided  that  his  case  should  be 
snbmitted  to  twelve  gentlemen,  removed  from  the  bustle  and  clamour  of  a 
public  assize,  who  would  calmly  reflect  on  the  merits  of  the  case,  and  give 
their  dicision  in  a  way  that  would  confer  honour  on  themselves  and  their  country. 
A  man  pointed  out  as  he  had  been  as  the  object  of  general  detestation,  assailed 
on  every  side  bv  secret  and  open  hostily,  possessed  no  advantageous  ground 
from  which  he  could  resist  the  assaults  of  his  enemies.  He  was  accused  of  a 
felonious  crime,  and  under  this  charge  he  had  not  even  the  customary  assist¬ 
ance  in  making  his  defence;  while  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution  it  was  allowed 
that  the  whole  should  be  laid  before  the  Jury  with  all  the  benefit  of  deliberation 
and  learned  comment.  In  this  unfortunate  predicament,  he  was  not  capable 
of  preparing  his  defence  with  any  immediate  application  to  the  evidence  now 
delivered.  It  must  be  principally  referable  to  the  depositions  given  by  to  the 
witnesses  before  the  Magistrates  during  the  preceding  examinations.  What, 
therefore,  should  be  deficient,  he  intreated  the  Jury  by  their  good  sense  to 
supply,  and  although  he  lamented  the  circumstance  on  the  present  occasion, 
yet  he  was  convinced,  that  the  mode  of  trial  the  law  had  pointed  out  was 
founded  on  the  same  humane  principles  which  had  always  distinguished  the  ad¬ 
ministration  of  British  jurisprudence.  The  case-against  him  was  supported  by  no 
direct  evidence;  it  was  not  evenpretended,  that  anydirect  and  conclusivefact could 
be  proved ;  it  depended  wholly  upon  a  chain  of  incidents  none  of  which,  taken  se¬ 
parately,  could  be  satisfactory ;  and  would  for  a  Jury  to  determine  if  all  of  them, 
conside  ed  collectively,  could  be  sufficient  to  establish  the  guilt  of  the  prisoner. 
The  natur  e  of  the  evidence  was  then  only  circumstantial,  a  sort  of  testimony 
which  had  been  received  at  a!i  times  with  great  caution,  and  which  could  not  be 
admitted,  w  hen  the  offence  charged  was  wholly  incapable  of  any  positive  proof. 
This  reluctance  to  receive  such  testimony  was  justified  by  the  difficulty  of  esta¬ 
blishing any  truth  by  such  means;  in  a  long  concatenation  of  facts,  if  a  single 
link  of  the  chain  failed,  the  whole  was  destroyed,  nothing  could  be  sustained  by 
it.  What  was  the  extent  of  the  chain  wh  ch  was  now  to  be  perfect  in  all  parts. 


Forty  witnesses  were  examined,  and  the  Jury  were  called  upon  to  examine,  not 
only'  if  they  were  consistent  with  each  other,  but  if  they  were  consistent  with 
themselves.  Weatever  might  be  the  fidelity  of  the  witnesses,  it  should  not  be 
forgotten  how  much  depended  on  the  accuracy  of  the  memory;  so  that  only  a 
malignant  motive  but  an  incorrectness  of  memory  would  be  sufficient  to  destroy 
all  tins  testimony  on  which  the  prosecution  mu  A  entirely  depend. 


a" 
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The  charge  proceeded  on  these  three  grounds — 1st,  the  motive  to  the  mcrei- 
d,  The  opf.ort unity  of  committing  it-5* — 3d.  the  impossibility  of  its  commission 
v  any  oilier  hut  the  prisoner.  1st,  With  regard  to  the  motive.  The  person 
who  had  lived  in  habits  of  intimacy  and  friendship  with  the  deceased,  must 
shrink  back  with  horror  at  such  a  deed.  So  far  from  any  attempt  upon  his  hie, 
the  prisoner  would  a  thousand  times  rather  have  sacrificed  his  own  for  its  preser¬ 
vation.  But  not  only  the  feeling  of  affection  would  have  operated  powerfully, 
but  the  sentiment  of  pure  mercenary  interest  would  have  had  the  same  influence 
to  protect  the  life  of  Mr.  Blight.  The  success  of  the  prisoner  depended  upon 
the  existence  of  the  deceased.  Fie  had  entered  into  business  with  Mr.  Blight  in 
circumstances  somewhat  embarrassed,  and  the  credit  and  countenance  of  that 


gentleman  was  peculiarly  necessary  to  its  success^  How  was  it  possible  for  .ihe 


concern  to  be  conducted?  Could  ships  be  purchased,  could  materials  be  found, 
could  any  line  of  regular  connection  be  maintained  without  his  supports'  By 
his  death  the  prisoner  was  deprived  of  alibis  beneficial  prospects,  and  yet  it  was 
contended  that  these  could  alone  be  brightened  and  improved  by  that  event. 

It  had  been  said,  that  the  prisoner  was  in  a  state  of  distress  and  po¬ 


verty.  It  was  true  that  he  was  pressed  by  a  claim  for  tithes,  but  it  was 


not  correct  to  say  that  by  this  he  was  reduced  to  a  condition  of  absolute 


ruin.  lie  had  an  estate,  and  a  farm  well  stocked,  in  the  county  of 


Devon. 


breaking, 


In  this  situation  he  had  been  info  lined  of  the  profits  of  ship 
and  he  was  determined  to  acquire  the  knowledge  of  a  business 
so  productive,  he  therefore  connected  himself  with  Mr.  Blight,  but  not 
with  any  intention  of  continuing,  as  had  been  represented,  in  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  a  menial  servant.  He  had  more  than  13001.  and  12501.  of  this 
sum  had  been  appropriated  in  execution  of  the  agreement,  for  the  ac¬ 
quisition  of  line  third  of  the  trade.  The  account  of  Mr.  Blight  in 
regard  to  these  affairs  was  not  implicitly  to  be  relied  on:  he  was  a  man.  of 
irregular  habits;  he  had  many  private  expences  of  which  Mrs.  B.  had 
no  information  ;  he  had  many  natural  children,  and  expended  consider¬ 
able  sums  on  women,  in  habits  of  impurity  and  dishonour.  Besides 
this,  he  had  been  involved  in  his  mercantile  pursuits,  which  ended,  in  his 
failure.  From  the  papers  of  such  a  person  no  satisfactory  evidence 
could  be  acquired  ;  many  of  his  most  solemn  instruments  were  fictitious, 
and  such  were  acknowledged  to  be  the  papers  of  the  loth  July,  which 
had  been  so  improperly  introduced  info  this  transaction.  (The  prisoner 


here  entered  into 


a  general  examination 


of  the  matters  of  account  be¬ 


tween  himself  and  the  deceased,  from  all  which  he  contended  that  he  had 
given  a  bona  foie  consideration  for  his  share  of  the  business,  and  that  the 
10001.  in  which  Mr.  Goom  was  concerned,  was  no  part  of  the  amount 
he  had  paid  for  his  concern,  but  an  item  of  accounts  with  Mr.  Blight, 


entirely  independent.  A  merchant,  surrounded  by  his  clerks,  he  said, 


eould  give  a  full  account  of  his  pecuniary  affairs  on  competent  evidence, 
but  he  having  none  of  these  assistants,  and  being  deprived  of  his  prin¬ 
cipal  testimony  by  the  decease  of  his  brother,  and  the  distance  of  ids 


connexions,  jelied  with  confidence  on  the  candour  of  a  British  Jury 


Placed,  as  he  was,  in  this  situation,  he  could  not  call  his  friend  from  the 
grave  to  supply  the  conclusive  proof  of  his  innocence  :  the  nature  of  his 
defence  only  admitted  of  strong  probability,  and  shewing  that  he  ha  1  no 
doubt  of  the  -acquittal  to  which  he  was  entitled  from  his  country. 

The  next  proposition  regarded  the  opportunity  of  committing  the  crime. 
It  was  true  that  he  had  abundance  of  opportunity  to  perpetrate  this  crime, 
if  he  had  the  inclination,  and  the  possibility  of  committing  it  at  any  tune,. 

If  he  hi*d; 


and  at  all  times,  furnished  one  strong  ground  of  his  defence. 
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intended  the  murder,  would  he  have  committed  it  when  there  was  a  wif« 
ness  at  hand  to  proclaim  his  guilt  ?  Would  he  not  have  availed  himself  of 
the  sileut  hour  of  midnight,  when  nothing  could  have  occurred  to  have 
fixed  upon  him  the  guilt?  One  circumstance  removed,  beyond  all  doubt, 
the  weight  of  the  charge  ;  the  door  of  the  privy  and  the  report  of  the 
pistol,  were  beard  at  the  same  instant  by  the  witness,  on  whom  the  whole 
of  the  case  rested  It  was  impossible  the  prisoner  could  be  at  the  neces¬ 
sary  and  in  the  house  discharging  this  weapon  of  destruction.  What  w  as 
the  conduct  of  the  prisoner  immediately  after  the  event?  Did  he  not  send 
into  the  neighbourhood  to  obtain  assistance?  Did  he  not  attend  to  ex¬ 
plain  all  the  facts  to  the  friends  of  the  deceased,  and  before  the  Magis¬ 
trates?  Did  he  fly  from  his  home  and  his  country  to  seek  protection  from 
the  hand  of  avenging  justice?  Every  particular  conducted  to  show,  that 
in  the  persuasion  of  his  own  innocence,  he  defied  all  the  means  which 
might  be  employed  to  effect  his  destruction.  The  prisoner  terminated 
with  some  remarks  on  particular  parts  of  the  evidence,  said  that  he 
was  a  plain  unlearned  man  unaccustomed  to  the  subtil  ties  <  f  legal 
disputation,  and  in  the  most  direct  and  positive  terms,  avowed  his 
own  purity  and  innocence.  His  life  was  of  little  consequence,  he  la¬ 
mented  only  the  fate  of  four  children  who  depended  upon  his  industry 
for  their  support,  and  was  confident  that  the  jury  would  not  le  less  in¬ 
clined  to  a  candid  and  humane  consideration  of  his  case  on  account  of 
these  pledges  of  his  sincerity  to  them  and  to  his  country. 

WITNESSES  FOR  THE  DEFENCE . 

Jnsiah  Slec ,  Thomas  Haeffam,  and  Richard  Poo/e,  were  called  to  esta¬ 
blish  the  character  of  the  prisoner .  They  had  each  of  them  been  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  him  for  two  or  three  years ,  and  gave  general  testimony  to  his  re¬ 
spectable  demeanour  in  the  way  of  his  business 

The  Chief  Baron  now  proceeded  to  sum  up  the  evidence ;  but  before  he 
entered  into  the  particulars  he  said  he  should  explain  its  general  nature 
and  bearing.  It  was  true  that  the  whole  was  circumstantial,  there  was 
no  direct  testimony  whatever ;  but  when  this  tv  as  connected,  by  along  se¬ 
ries  of  well  connected  facts,  it  was  often  more  convinc  r g  that  the  testi¬ 
mony  of  a  few  witnesses  to  minute  and  insulated  points.  It  was  possible 
for  a  plain  short  story  to  be  told  with  confidence  and  address,  and  some  in¬ 
stances  had  occurred  in  which  impositions  had  been  pra  lied,  which  have 
defeated  the  greatest  vigilance  of  cm  impartial  and  intelligent  jury. 
When  a  train  of  circumstances  were  necessary  to  establish  any  fact,  col¬ 
lusion  was  generally  impossible,  grid  if  the  slightest  dissonance  were  dis¬ 
covered  in  any  material  respect,  the  whole  was  destroyed,  nnd  the  prisoner 
was  acquitted.  His  Lordship  then  entered  into  the  testimony  of  each  in¬ 
dividual  witness,  commenting  on  the  different  items  in  his  progress.  He 
observed,  at  great  length,  on  the  matters  of  recounts,  and  concluded, 
from  the  tenor  of  the  testimony,  that  the  prism  er  had  adopted  a  regular 
system  of  fraud,  the  object  of  which  was  to  b< -finally  attained  by  the  as¬ 
sassination  of  the  deceased.  Whether  he  hod  successfully  attained  these 
ultimate  means  was  the  question  jbr  the  determination  of  the  Jury ,  in 
which  they  would  exercise  their  judgment ,  and  decide  in  a  way  honour¬ 
able  to  themselves ,  and  satisfaction  to  their  c<  nntry. 

The  Learned  judge  having  concluded  his  ch  ge,  the  Jury  retired  for  about 
gO  minutes i  and  returned ,  at  half-past  nine,  their  ver edict  of  Gii'lty. 

Mi.  Knapp,  clerk  of  the  arraigns  l fun  adc  j  essed,  prisoner  rsiiili  solemnity. 
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recapitulat'd  his  crime,  the  verdict  of  his  Jury;  and  put  the  usual  question , 
•a- hat  he  had  to  say  why  judgment  of  Death ,  and  Execution  thereon,  should 
not  be  warded  against  him. 

The  prisoner  bowed,  but  made  no  answer. 

The  Learned  Judge  then  shortly  addressed  the  prisoner,  told  him  he  had 
been  tried  by  a  humane,  upright,  and  patient  Jury,  who,  after  attending  to  the 
whole  of  the  case,  had  pronounced  him  Guilty  of  a  crime  the  most  atrocious 
ever  known  to  the  laws  of  this  country — a  crime  commencing  in  ingratitude , 
continue  d  in  fraud,  and  terminating  in  the  foul  assassination  of  his  friend  and 
Itnef actor.  After  what  had  already  been  said  upon  the  subject,  nothing  now 
remained  to  him  but  to  pronounce  the  awful  sentence  of  the  law,  which 
was — That  the  prisoner  be  taken  back  from  whence  became,  and  from  thence 
that  he  be  taken  on  Tuesday  morning  'next  to  the  place  of  execution,  there 
to  be  hanged  by  the  neck  until  dead,  and  then  to  be  delivered  to  thy  surgeons 
to  be  disccied  and  anatomized ;  and  may  the  Lord  have  mercy  on  your 
soul. 

The  prisoner  maintained  firmness  to  the  last ,  and  received  his  destiny  with¬ 
out  ihe  slightest  change  o  f  countenance. 

This  melancholy  event ,  to  which  the  public  attention  has  been  so  gene¬ 
rally  directed  for  the  last  six  months,  underwent  the  solemn  enquiry  of  a 
Court ,  held  at  the  Surrey  Quarter  Sessions  House.  So  universal  was  the 
interest  excited  by  the  trial ,  that  as  early  as  six  in  the  morning  the  Session 
House  was  beset  by  a  concourse  of  persons.  As  the  hour  approached  which 
was  appointed  for  the  opeinng  of  the  Court,  the  impatience  of  those  who 
had  been  several  hours  in  waiting  for  admittance  was  such ,  that  the  nu¬ 
merous  constables  in  attendance  were  scarcely  able  to  preserve  a  passage 
for  the  Law  Officers  and  others,  to  whom  ingress  was  allowed-,  few  other 
persons  were  permitted  entrance,  and  they  consisted  principally  of  the 
Dukes  of  Sussex,  Cumberland,  and  Orleans-,  Lords  Portsmouth,  Granlley, 
Moutford ,  Deer  hurst ,  and  G.  Seymour  ;  Sir  John  Frederick,  Sir  John 
Shelley ,  Sir  Thomas  Turton,  Sir  William  Clayton,  Sir  J.  Maw  bey. 
Count  JVbrcmzo,  &c. 


PATCH'S  LETTER  to  Mr.  BLIGHT, 

Directed  to  MARGATE,  and  dated  the  20th  of  September ,  1805. 

“  Dear  S?r, 

I  hare  a  very  unpleasant  and  alarming  circumstance  to  inform  you  of.  I  was  yes¬ 
terday  in  the  apartment  in  which  Mrs.  B.  sits  at  breakfast,  and  at  half  past  eight  in  the 
evening  I  heard  the  report  of  a  gun,  the  contents  ef  which  came  through  the  window 
nearest  the  yard  gate.  When  the  servant  brought  the  light,  I  ordered  her  to  shut  the 
shutters,  and  the  ball  came  thro’  the  w  indow  and  through  the  shutters  ;  besides  the  frame 
the  blind  was  knocked  all  to  pieces,  one  of  which  struck  me  on  the  head  ;  but  1  am  hap¬ 
py  to  say,  it  has  done  me  no  material  damage.  1  immediately  ran  into  the  yard,  but  I 
could  see  no  one,  and  am  at  a  loss  to  judge  of  the  inteution  at  present,  but  it  seems  likely 
to  be  intended  for  your’s  or  my  life.  1  hope  you,  will  find  it  accidental,  which  will  be  a 
satisfaction  to  me  and  you;  but  from  the  direction,  I  believe  it  was  done  in  the  wharf, 
and  the  party  was  disappointed  to  find  the  window  shut. 

I  do  not  know  what  enemies  you  may  have;  but  1  have  not  offended  any  one  by 
word  or  deed. 

“  I  have  had  but  Little  business  since  you  were  gone,  and  have  very  little  more  to  in¬ 
sert  to  you  ;  but  my  respects  to  you  and  your  family .» - 1  shall  be  happy  to  have  a  few 

lines,  but  much  more  to  see  you,  as  you  are  the  only  friend  1  have-to  consult.” 

Your’s,  See. 


RICHARD  PATCH, 


Examination  of  Mr.  Patch. 


MR.  R.  PATCH  and  Esther  Kitchener,  were  taken  into  custody  on  Friday 
night,  September  *27th,  1805,  at  Greenland  Dock,  brought  to  town  and 
examined  privately  at  the  Public  Office.  Bow-street;  the  examination  lasted  un¬ 
til  midnight  and  vyas  resumed  again  on  Saturday,  when  Mr.  Graham  came  to  , 
the  Office  about  eleven  o’clock,  to  resume  the  investigation  of  the  murder  of 
Mr.  Blight. 

Mary  Buck,  a  servant  to  Mrs.  Wright  in  Arundel-street,  Strand,  was  sent  for; 

*  she  deposed  that  she  lived,  servant  with  the  deceased  thirteen  months,  and  had 
left  his  service  about  five  weeks  previous  to  his  murder.  During  the  time  she 
was  in  the  service- she  did  not  recollect  seeing  any  fire  arms  in  the  house.  After 
she  was  dismissed,  Esther  Kitchener  the  servant  who  was  in  the  house,  at  the 
time  the  murder  was  committed,  was  sent  for  from  the  Brown  Bear  Public 
House,  where  she  and  Patch  had  been  detained  the  precceding  night  — — 

She  underwent  an  examination  for  about  two  hours,  when  Mr.  Patch  was 
brought  over,  and  continued  under  very  close  examination  till  past  six  o’clock. 

On  Wednesday  morning  Mr.  Graham  resumed  the  investigation  of  this  hofrid 
deed.  Two  gentlemen  gave  evidence  at  considerable  length  respecting  the  con-  , 
nexion  of  the  parties;  but  they  had  no  knowledge  of  the  murder.  Mr. Ferguson, 
the  executor  of  the  deceased,  attended  the  examination.  Neither  of  the  pri¬ 
soners  were  brought  to  the  Office.  As  soon  as  the  common  business  of  the 
Office  was  gene  through,  Mr.  Graham,  attended  by  Mr.  Stafford,  set  off  for  the 
Deceased’s  house  at  Dock-Head,  to  endeavour  to  gain  more  information. 

Plopwood,  the  patrole,  continued  to  sleep  in  the  bed  every  night  with  Mr. 
Patch,  at  the  Brown  Bear  Public  House. 

On  Thursday  morning,  soon  after  eleven' o’clock,  Esther  Kitchener,  the  ser¬ 
vant  of  the  deceased,  was  brought  from  the  Brown  Bear  Public  House,  and  un¬ 
derwent  a  long  private  examination.  After  which  Mr.  Patch  was  brought  over, 
find  remained  under  examination  till  past  three  o’clock.  The  evidence  of  several 
witnesses,  who  was  examined  before  Mr.  Graham  the  preceeding  evening,  was 
read  to  him,  and  he  not  being  able  to  give  a  satisfactory  account  upon  certain 
points,  the  magistrates,  Sir  Richard  Ford  and  Mr.  Graham,  informed  him,  they 
thought  it  their  duty,  from  the  circumstances  that  had  been  proved,  to  commit 
him  to  prison  ;  the  latter  of  which  addressed  him  as  follows: 

u  Mr.  Patch,  1  have  ordered  you  to  be  brought  here,  that  I  may  commit  you  for  tr  a^» 
for  the  wiliui  murder  of  the  late  Mr.  Blight.  From  the-  accounts  in  the  newspapers  of 
tfie  Coroner’s  Inquest,  I  was  first  induced  to  enquire  into  this  mysterious  affair ;  and 
that  very  first  convinced  me  that  much  suspicion  lay  at  your  door.  I  therefore  endea¬ 
voured  to  search  to  the  bottom  of  your  affairs  with  the  deceased,  when  I  found  out,  that 
there  were  strong  reasons  to  suSpect  you.” 

A  bill  off  parcels  and  a  receipt,  for  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  20651.  as  the  value  of  the 
stock  and  trade  of  Mr.  Bbght,  had  been  produced,  from  which  it  appeared  as  if  the  whole 
of  the  pro  erty  was  actually  conveyed  to  Mr.  Patch  for  that  sum.  The  receipt  was  dated 
the  15‘b  of  July,  1805.  But  papers  had  been  since  found,  which  proved,  and  it  appear¬ 
ed  by  the  day-books,  that  the  prisoner  continued  to  receive  weekly  wages  as  a  servant, 
u  ;>  to  the  c  d  of  August.  As  to  the  shutting  of  th«  counting-house  door,  and  the  almost 
instantaneous  discharge 'of  the  pistol  bv  which  it  was  sworn  that  the  deceased  had  came; 
by  his  death,  those  appeared  to  him  (Mr.  Graham)  at  least  to  be  doubtful  circumstances 
for  upon  examination  of  the  premises,  he  found  that  Mi.  P.  would  have  had  a  distance 
of  about  fi  4  foot  to  run.  while  tbs  maid  had  only  14  to  go  from  the  kitchen  to  where  she 
saw  her  master ;  and  it  was  rather  improbable  that  the  sound  of  shut  mg  the  door  too,  could 
have  been  heard  without  some  extraordinary  pains  were  taken  to  make  a  noise  with  it; 
as  the  door  was  rather  stiff  on  the  hinges,  and  would  not  flap  too  of  its  own  act  ord.  The 
purchase  of  .the  materials  of  an  old  ship  was  not  ascertained  until  the  fact  was  partly 
gathered  from  one  of  the  witnesses,  and  was  afterwards,  with  difficulty,  extorted  from  the 
prisoner.  Mrs.  Blight  had  also  sworn  to  the  suspicion  which  her  husband  had  latterly 
entertained  of  Mr.  P.  with  respect  to  the  10001.  She  had  also  sworn-  that  the  prisoner 
had  at  first  come  to  their  house  on  a  visit  to  his  sister,  who  was  at  that  tune  in  their 
service  ;  that  he  then  offered  to  give  up  his  time  and  ab  lity  to  them  in  any  way  in  which 
he  could  be  found  useful,  barely  for  his  victuals;  that  Mr.  B.  had  in  a  short  time  after 
that  given  him  401.  a  year,  and  that  his  salary  was  afterwards  raised  to  1001.  on  his  agree¬ 
ing  to  find  his  own  board.  These  circumstances  must  plainly,. shew  that  there  was  no 
great  probability  of  his  paying  for  the  share  in  the  business,  as  it  was  a  Hedged  that  the 
deceased  was  very  pressing  about  the  10001.  and  had  even  said  that  he  had  been  deceived 
py  Patch  with  respect  to  it;  and  as  no  person  was  seen  about  the  premises  after  the 
transaction,  or  running  away  from  thence  immediately  at  the  time  when  people  were 
passing  by,  the  case  was  such  as  appeared  to  him  to  require  investigation  in  a  higher 
place. 

The  deposition  c?  as  taken  down  at  the  different  private  examinations,  were  thep  reap 


EXAMINATION  of  Mr.  PATCH. 

AT.  Stafford,  the  principal  Clerk  of  this  Office.  They  were  very  voluminous;  but 

following  their  contents: — 

Ami  Louisa  Davis  deposed,  that  on  Mon, day  night,  the  19th  of  September,  when  the 
ent  happened,  she  was  coming  by  the  house  of  Mr.  Blight,  and  heard  the  report  of  a 
gun  or  pistol.  She  was  close  to  the  gate  of  the  house;  no  person  whatever  came  out 
while  she  was  there.  It  was  between  eight  and  nine  o’clock. 

Maty  Elizabeth  Davis,  sister  to  the  last  witness,  and  in  company  with  her  at  the  time 
above-mentioned,  corroborated  the  first  evidence.  They  were  not  more  than  four  yards 
from  the  gate  of  Mr  Blight’s  house,  when  they  heard  the  report  of  the  firing.  She  did, 
not  see  any  body  come  out  of  the  house  into  the  lane.  If  there  had,  she  was  positive  she 
must  have  seen  that  person. 

Michael  Wright  deposed,  that  he  also  heard  the  report  of  n  pistol  or  gun  go  off;  he- 
came  up,  and  he  saw  Mr  Patch  at  the  gateway  The  witness  then  stated*  what  the  pri¬ 
soner  said,  as  to  his  having  been  fired  at  himself  on  the  preceadinfj- Thursday.  Mr  Frost 
•came  also  to  -the  house  of  Mr.  Blight  at  the  time  when  the  murder  was  committed.  As 
to  what  had  happened  on  the  preceding  Thursday  the  pr.soner  stated  the  particulars,  that 
he  had  been  fired  at  through  the  window  in  the  parlour,  while  the  servant-maid,  Hester 
Kitchener,  had  gone  for  some  Oysters  for  him.  The  witness  asked  him  if  he  had  pistols 
in  the  house;  he  said,  Yes,  but  no  ammunition.  The  witness  asked  him  if  he  was  not 
afraid.  The  prisoner,  said.  No;  he  thought  it  must  be  done  by  somebody  who  knew  the 
house;  but  he  did  not  think  lie  Would,  come  again  that  night.  He  clid  not  want  any 
assistance. 

The  next  head  evidence  was  on  the  subject  of  certain  papers  which  the  prisoner  had 
in  his  possession — on  which  he  claimed  to  be  the  owner  of  the  premises  belonging  to 
Mr.  Blight.;  it  appeared  that  he  had  agreed  tcxidvance  the  sum  of  1,2501.  in  order  to  be 
admitted  to  one  thir  \  share  of  the  business  of  Mr.  Blight,  which  was  in  the  ship  line,  of 
which  sum  of  12501.  he  prisoner  had  paid  2501 

It  was  then  deposed,  that  on  the  night  Mr.  Blight  was  murdered,  the  prisoner  said  he 
hoped  the  person  would  be  found  out  and  punished,  and  that  a  person  of  the  name  of 
Clark  was  suspected.  It  appeared  that  the  prisoner  had  related  what  was  false  on  the- 
subject  of  his  having  paid  10001.  to  a  banker  to  make  up  the  remainder  of  his  purchase 
money  for  one-third  of  the  business  of  Mr,  Blight ;  and  that  Mr.  Blight  suspected  that 
all  was  not  right  in  that  particular,  of  which  lie  wrote  to  his  wife. 

Mrs.  Blight’s  deposition  stated,  that  when  the  prisoner  eg  me  into  the  service  of  her 
husband,  he  said  he  came  from  the  country,  and  that  he  had  been  under  some  difficulty 
on  account,  of  complaint  about  tithes.  That  he  offered  to  work  for  Mr.  Blight  for  his 
meat  and  drink  He  assisted  for  a  short  time,  and  went  into  the  country  ;  but  came  back 
again,  and  Mr.  Blight  took  him  into  his  service,  and  gave  him  501.  a  year ;  and  afterwards 
advanced  it  to  1G.01.  a  year.  He  received  11.  18s.  4d.  pet  week,  but  he  was  to  board  him¬ 
self.  Mr.  .Blight  never  had  more  than  ,2501.  of  the  prisoner.  H  4  was  to  draw  a  bill  for 
payment  of  10001.  to  make  up  the  purchase  money  of  his  one  third  of  the  business  of 
Mr.  Blight,  and,  on  account  of  that  bill  not  being  paid,  Mr.  Blight  came  from  Margate. 
Mr  Blight  considered  the  bill  a  good  one  at  first. 

The  next  point  was,  that  of  the  suspicion  which  the  prisoner  said  fell  on  a  person  of 
the  name  of  Clark,  as  being  likely  to  have  done  the  horrid  deed.  And  as  to  him,  the 
deposition  of  a  person  of  the  name  of  John  Fox  completely  established  an  alibi,  he  being 
with  him  at  distant  places,  Rotherhithe  and  Limehonse  Causeway,  from  seven  in  the 
morning,  until  past  nine  at  night,  on  the  day  the  murder  was  committed. 

Mr.  Thomas  Graham’s  deposition,  stated  that  he  was  aecquainted  with  the  late  Mr,' 
Blight  and  called  on  him  when  he  arrived  from  Margate,  to  settle  some  business’ — Vlr. 
Patch  came  in,  and  then  had  boots  on,  and  he  asked  for  his  spurs  ;  he  was  then  going 
about  the  10001.  and  M-  Blight  told  Patch  not  to  return  without  the  money  y  and  lie  said 
he  Would  not;  and  when  he  was  gone  Mr.  Bi  ght  said,  that  fellow  had  deceived  him  as 
to  the  10001  ;  but  Air.  Blight  said  to  Patch,  he  trusted  it  was  all  right ,  and  Patch  said 
yes ;  that  lie  had  called  at  his  Banker’s  and  was  disappointed,  and  Mr.  Blight  appointed 
the  next  day  to  settle  with  the  witness  on  account  of  this  disappointment. 

The  deposition  of  Stephen  Groom,  the  person  on  whom  the  bill  for  10001.  was  stated 
to  have  been  drawn,  went  to  prove,  that  be,  Mr.  Groom,  never  directly,  or  indirectly, 
authorised  Patch  to  draw  on  him  for  any  sum  ot  money  whatsoever;  neither  did  Patch 
ever  apply  to  him  for  his permission  for  that  purpose;  nor  was  lie  privy  to  any  such 
measure;  nor  had  any  application  been  made  to  him  for  the  payment.’  Patch  had  no 
claim  on  him  for  any  money,  nor  had  he  any  effects  of  Patch’s  in  his  hand. 

Mr.  Graham  observed,  that,  having  found  the  story  of  the  prisoner  upon  the  subject 
of  this  bill  for  10001.  to  be  an  absolute  falsehood,  he  was  led  »o  examine  the  case  as  he 
had  done;  and  he  told  the  prisoner  plainly,  that  lie  suspected  him  ;  and  thus  far  did  he 
go  only  as  to  wdiat  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  inducement  to  what  had  happened,  the 
object  being  to  obtain  the  whole  of  t  he  business  of  Mr.  Bl  ght,  a  third  of  which  the  pri¬ 
soner  had  agreed  to  purchase;  but  out  of  12501.  purchase  money  he  ha  1  paid  only  251)1. 

The  next  head  of  evidence  to  be  read  was  that,  which  was  applicable  to  the  event  kaei/‘. 
Heslipuld  begin  with  the  evidence  of  the  Servant. 
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Hester  Kitchener's  (the  servant-maid)  de-po -itiou  was  next  read  The  only  part  of  her 
testimony  which  we  have  not  before  published,  related  to  her  evidence,  that  Patch  had 
on  a  pair  of  shoes  and  white  cotton  stockings  the  night  the  deceased  was  shot:  that  he 
did  not.  in  gencal  wear  shoes  and  stockings,  but  principally  boots.  It  appeared  by  her 
deposition,  that  he  had  often  cautioned  her  to  mind  whet, slit  said  when  examined,  and 
had  more  than  once  alluded  to  her  hearing  bin.  she*-  die  counting-house  and  privy-door; 
that  tile  candlestick  which  the  prisoner  had  from  her  fo  goto  the  privy,  had,  from  its  ap¬ 
pearance,  been  set  down  in  the  dirt ;  and  that  the  night  on  which  her  master  was  shot  teas 
a  rainy  night. 

T  he  depose  ion  of  Mr.  Jones^  the.  Surgeon,  who  attended  the  deceased,  proved,  that 
the  prisoner  had  on  a  pair  of  shoes,  and  white  cotton  stockings  on  the  night  of  the  mnr- 
dei>,  and  that  the  -tockiugs  were  broad-ribbed  ones.  Mr.  Jones  never  saw  the  prisoner 
wear  shoes  and  white  stockings  before,  that  night.  Tirewoman  servant  to.Uf  him,  that 
site  had  screamed  out  on  hearing  the  firing ;  she  jumped  up,  and  saw  her  master  from  the 
kitchen-door,  and  heard  him  say,  he  was  a  dead  man  !  She  turned  round,  and  in  half 
a  minute  Mr.  Pa'cb  knocked  violently  at  the  door.  The  woman  servant  added,  that 
Tatch  said  to  her,  “  You  must  be  particular  in  what  vou  say  ;  vou  must -flay  you  heard 
me  in  the  privy  at  that  instant  the  pistol  went  on.”  She  said,  “  Mr.  Patch,  I  will  say- 
nothing  but  the  truth.” 

Mr.  Jones  said,  he  came  to  Mr.  Blight's  house  w;th  Mr.  W tight,  and  found  Patch  in 
the  parlour,  describing  where  the  ball  had  entered  when  he  h  d  been  shot  at.  Mr.  Jones 
asked  Patch  if  he  had  are  arms ;  No,  he  said,  he  had  not ;  and  they  would  be  of  no  use 
if  he  had,  for  he  had  no  ammuuiton  ;  Jones  offered  to  get.  him  some;  he  said,  No,  lie 
did  not  think,  they  would  com  e  again,  and  that  he  should  go  to  bed. 

A  pair  of  white  broad  ribbed  cotton  stockings  were  now7  produced;  from  the  nr 
appearance  it  was  evident  the  last  wearer  must  have  walked  in  them  without 
shoes  out  of  doors,  and  at  a  time  when  it  was  very  wet  and  dirty.  1  hrougb.  the 
top  of  this  pair  of  stockings  was  drawn  a  piece  of  worsted  of  a  particular  colour. 

The  evidence  of  Mary  Slater,  washer-woman  to  Mr.  Patch,  went  to  shew7,  that 
she  used  to  mark  the  clothes  sent  her  with  worsted.  She  was  not  sure  she 
marked  the  stockings  in  question  with  the  worsted  which  was  nowin  them,  bujt 
that  if  she  did  not  mark  them,  she  received  them  so  marked  from  Mr.  Patch. 
Two  other  pairs  of  stockings  were  produced,  which  were,  with  the  dirty  ones, 
found  in  her  possession,  and  in  Mr.  Patch’s  roomy  they  were  all  marked  with 
the  same  kind  of  worsted;  it  also  appeared,  that  Mr.  Patch  had,  on  the  morning 
of  the  day  on  which  the  murder  was  committed,  sent  his  dirty  linen  to  be 
washed;  therefore  it  was  presumed,  if  those  stockings  of  his  had  been  dirty  at 
that  period,  they  would  have  been  sent  to  the  wash. 

The  depositions  of  three  apprentice  boys,  Smith,  Brown,  and  Owen,  were 
next  read.  'The  two  former  stated,  that  the  deponents  were  in  such  a  situation 
when  the  pistol  went  off  that  .shot  Mr.  Blight,  as  to  prevent  any  one  escaping 
without  their  seeing  him  that  wav;  the  deposition  of  the  latter  shewed,  that  it 
was  next  to  an  impossibility  that  any  one  could  escape  by  the  wkter  after  the 
pistol  was  fired,  as  the  deponent  was  in  a  situation  which  commanded  that  part 
•f  the  premises. 

Christopher  Morgan  deposed  to  his  coming  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Blight  on 
hearing  the  alarm:  he  came  to  give  his  assist  an  tee — knocked  at  the  door,  and 
after  some  difficulty,  got  in.  Mr.  Blight  was  then  shot.  He  asked  Mr.  Blight  if 
he  had  given  offence  to  any  of  his  men ?  “  No,”  he  said.  Witness  said.  No 

man  could  do  this  without  provocation;  and  Patch  said  to  the  witness,  “  Sir,  I 
may  as  well  suspect  you  as  any  other  man.”  He  said  that  he  had  a  disorder  in 
his  bowels,  and  went  to  the  privy;  he  heard  the  shot,  went  with  his  breeches  in 
his'hand,  and  found  Mr.  Blight  in  the  state  he  was  in. 

Sarah  Wright,  who  was  formerly  a  servant  to  the  deceased,  swore  that  there 
was  a  pistol  in  the  cases  hanging  up  in  the  kitchen  at  the  time  of  her  being  in  the 
service  of  Mr.  Blight. 

Several  witnesses  swore  that  there  was  not  any  pistol  in  either  of  the  cases 
when  they  were  exahiined,  shortly  after  rhe  circumstance  of  the  shooting  of 
Mr  Blight  was  known. 

Mary  Smith,  servant  at  the  Brown  Bear,  deposed,  that  while  Patch  was  there, 
he  ordered  the  witness  to  give  the  Servant  maid,  who  was  in  custody  there  also, 
a  glass  of  wine;  and  he  told  her  to  keep  to  her  story,  for  that  they  had  kept  her 
there  to  try  her.  She  said  she  would  keep  to  the  same  story,  which  w7as-  the 
truth,  and  that  she  would  do  so  if  they  were  to  hang  her  up  to  a  tree. 

The  deposition  of  Mr.  MeDufF,  stated,  that  the  examinant  called  at  Mr. 
Blight’s,  on  the  day  of  the  Coroner’s  Inquest,  when  the  prisoner  enquired  whe¬ 
ther  he  could  not  have  a  renewal  of  the  lease- which  Mr.  B.  held  of  the  City  of 
London  ?  the  deponent  was  surprised  at  this  question  being  asked  at  such  a  time, 
and  expressed  the  same  to  the  prisoner,  whom  he  afterwards  saw  at  a  ublie 
house  in  a  state  of  intoxication. 
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After  the  whole  of  the  informations  had  been  read,  the  parties  were  boun$ 
in  a  recognizance  of  40l.  each  to  give  evidence  on  the  trial. 

Mr.  G  raham  wished  to  bind  over  Mr.  Ferguson,  the  executor  of  the  deceased, 
as  the  Prosecutor  ;  but  he  declined,  and  suggested  that  it  would  be  better  to  bind 
over  Mr.  Savage,  the  Parish  Officer,  who  was  on  the  Coroner’s  Jury,  and  had 
offered  a  reward  for  the  discovery  of  the  murerer,  which  was  agreed  to  by  thw 
magistrate. 

Mr.  Fletcher  the  Attorney  attended  for  the  prisoner,  and  Mr;  Graham  stated 
to  him  his  grounds  of  suspicion  upon  the  evidence,  as  the  informations  were  se-  * 
verally  read  over. 

Mr.  Fletcher  made  application  to  the  magistrates,  in  consequence  of  the  long 
confinement  the  prisoner  must  experience,  that  he  might  be  allowed  some  mo¬ 
ney,  and  that  he  might  have  access  to  him  to  prepare  his  defence.  On  this, 

Air.  Graham  proposed,  that  Mr.  Ferguson,  the  executor  of  the  deceased,  should 
pay  the  prisoner  2501.  which  was  due  to  him  for  wages;  and,  as  thatwas  all  the 
stake  he  had  in  the  business,  he  should  give  up  all  claim  upon  it,  which  was 
agreed  to  by  the  prisoner.  Mr.  Graham  directed  that  Mr.  Fletcher  should  see 
the  prisoner  while  in  confinement.  The  prisoner  was  then  ironed  and  conveyed 
to  prison. 

His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Sussex,  and  several  Gentlemen,  attended  the 
Office  on  the  occasion. 

March  2-8,  1800.  Yesterday  the  witnesses,  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution  against  Mrr. 
Patch  appeared  before  the  Grand  Jury  at  the  Castle  Inn,  Kingston.  Sir  John  Frederick, 
one  of  the  members  for  Surry,  presided  in  the  chair,  and  the  Jury  consisted  chiefly  of 
Surry  magistrates. 

The  widow  of  the  unfortunate  Mr.  Blight  Wits  examined  first,  for  about  one  hour  and 
a  half;  after  which  Hester  Kitchener, the  servant  maid  was  called  in;  there  was  Considera¬ 
ble  difficulty  in  finding  her,  for  she  had  been  liberated  on  her  own  recognances,  and  had 
given  a  wrong  address — It  was  by  mere  accident  that  the  trial  was  not  put  off,  until  the 
next  assizes.  The  examination  was  minute  and  long,  and  besides  her  and  Mrs  Blight, 
twenty-six  other  witnesses  were  called  in;  after  having  spent  from  12  o’clock  until  7  in 
the  evening  the  Jury  thought  the  evidence  before  them  sufficient  to  find  a  bill,  without 
th  ;  testimony  of  several  other  witnesses  who  were  waiting  to  give  their  depositions,  and 
a  true  bill  was  according  found. 

Mr.  Humphries,  the  solicitor,  lias  been  fixed  on  bv  government  for  the  prosecution— 
He  h  as  been  indefatigable  In  his  exertions  to  procure  such  witnesses  as  could  throw 
a  light  on  the  subject,  and  he  elucidated  their  statements  before  the  Jury. 

Saturday,  March  29— Mr.  Patch  will  not  take  his  Trial  at  the  present  assizes  for  Surry. 
He  will  be  tried  by  a  Special  Commission,  at  Horsemonger  Lane;  but  the  day  is  not  yet 
fixed.  The  above  order  was  made  at  Kingston,  at  11  o’clock  yesterday  morning. 

April  1.  Many  rumours  are  in  circulation  respecting  the  postponement  of  Mr. Patch’s 
trial,  for  the  supposed  murder  of  Mr.  Blight.  Some  ascribe  the  removal  of  it  from  the 
Kingston  assizes  to  the  belief  that  the  judge  wished  to  be  assisted  in  his  judgment  upon 
several  legal  objections,  which,  it  is  understood,  are  to  be  taken  to  the  indictment;  and 
others,  to  the  supposed  prejudice  that  has  gone  abroad,  and  rendered  a  special  pannel  ne¬ 
cessary  :  both  of  which  are  erroneous.  As  to  the  pannel,  the  same  will  try  him  at  Horse- 
monger-lane,  as  would  have  been  called  on  the  Jury  at  Kingston.  The  simple  fact  is, 
that  a  material  witness,  a  Police  officer,  is  necessarily  absent  upon  duty,  attending  the 
Assizes  in  the  West  of  England  ;  and  secondly,  that  the  Criminal  Court,  at  Kingston, 
is  in  such  a  wretched  late  of  delapidation  and  ruin,  and  the  crowd  expec  ed  so  immense, 
that  apprehensions  wdre  entertained  of  the  fabric  tumbling  about  the  ears  of  the  Judge 
and  Jury;  for  these  reasons,  therefore,  it  was  thought  advisable' to  remove  the  trial  to 
Horsemonger-lane,  where  the  Court  is  far  more  spacious  and  every  way  more  convenient 
for  the  purposes  of  justice. 

5th.  A  committee  of  the  Surry  magistrates  met  at  the  SessionsHouse,  Horsemonger- 
lane,  on  Wednesday  afternoon,  attended  by  Mr.  Knapp,  as  Clerk,  of  the  Arraigns,  and 
the  Surveyor  for  the  County,  to  consider  of  the  best  means  of  fitting  up  the  Court  for* 
the  trial  of  Mr.  Patch.  The  necessary  directions  were  given,  arfd  the  Court*  is  flooring 
and  lining  with  matting,  and  covering  With  green  baize  in  the  upper  parts;  new  railing  is 
putting  up  on  the  sides  and  rear;  a  box  is  fitting  up  as  intended  for  one  of  the  Royal 
Family;  and  even*  accommodation  making  that  the  Court-  will  admit  or'.Tlie  number  of 
persons  applying  for  cards  of  admission  already  exceed  the  number  the  Court  will 'admit 
The  Chief  Baron,  oi*  being  applied  to  for  his  opinion  as  to  making'the  Court  a  close 
Court ,  by  admitting  persons  only  who  were  furnish  ad  with  tickets,  expressed  himself 
adverse  to  any  such  regulation.  “  God  forbid  that, a  man  to  be  tried  for  such  an  offence 
by  a  Jury  of  his  country  should  be  tried  in  any  other  way  than  an  op-n  Couvtf  to  which 
the  public  could  be  admitted,  as  far  as  the  extent  rendered  prudent.”  It  was  in  has 
opinion  unconstitutional,  All  he  req.  ired  was,  that  the  Court  should  be  kept  clear,  u 


FARTHER  PARTICULARS. 

Tuesday,  April  9.  We  stop  the  Press  to  announce  that 
the  prison  of  Horsemong;er-lane  continued  till  a  late  hour, 
to  be  visited  by  crowds,  whose  curiosity  was  excited  to  see 
this  unfortunate  man.  His  nearest  relations  only  were  ad¬ 
mitted,  and  they  had  a  dismal  interview  in  the  condemned 
cell,  and  that  separately,  in  the  following  order,  Mr.  Ives 
and  his  deputy, Mr. Cave, remaining  witnesses, of  the  melan¬ 
choly  scene. 

Patch  bore  his  situation  firmly  ;  but  his  brother  and  sis¬ 
ter  appeared  exceedingly  affected  at  the  parting,  when  tha 
prisoner  began  to  shew  the  commencement  of  a  convulsive? 
affection  of  the  mind.  He  cried  bitterly,  and  embraced 
his  sister-in-law,  who  was  the  sister  of  his  late  wife,  with 
uncommon  tenderness  :  her  husband,  Captain  Toby,  sard 
he  had  witnessed  men  dying  round  him,  and  suffered  ship¬ 
wreck  ;  but  had  never  felt  as  he  did  then.  He  looked  like 
a  tar  that  had  seen  service.  As  soon  as  they  had  with¬ 
drawn  lie  was  attended  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mane,  the  chap¬ 
lain,  who,  till  a  late  hour,  was  solicitous  to  extract  a  con¬ 
fession  of  his  guilt,  which  this  unhappy  man  persisted  in 
concealing.  At  six  o'clock  lie  broke  out  in  the  following 
words,  “  And  is  there  then  no  mercy  left  for  an  innocent 
man?”  Being  informed  that  his  concerns  with  this  world 
were  at  an  end,  and  that  he  must  suffer  in  the  morning,  he 
summoned  an  uncommon  degree  of  fortitude,  which,  in 
Tact,  n£ver  left  him  afterwards,  for  he  ascended  with  it  to 
the  fatal  platform,  while,  his  two  fellow  sufferers,  (a  man 
and  woman,  both  aged)  for  coining,  were  led  up  by  the 
sherifPs  officers,  with  difficulty. 

The  High  Sheriff  addressed  Patch  on  the  subject  of  con¬ 
fession  ;  but  he  replied,  c  I  have  confesssed  mij  sins  to  God , 
and  Man  can  afford  me  no  relief”  They  then  parted  under 
the  gateway  of  the  court;  when  he  was  led  to  the  platform. 

The  Chaplain  praved  with  the  prisoners,  and  urged  Patch 
to  a  confession,  v  replied,  cc  he  had  confessed  his  sins  to 
God  The  ropes  were  then  fixed,  and  just  as  the  executi¬ 
oner  was  about  to  pull  the  cap  over  his  face,  he  whispered 
for  about  a  minute,  to. Mr.  Sves,  arid  upon  enquiry,  he  said, 
that  Patch  was  the  Man.  Plis  knees  trembled  and  his  frame 
■was  convulsed . 

He  was  neatly  dressed  in  black,  his  hair  clos$  cropped, 
and  displayed  tlife  utmost  firmness. 


